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BANGLADESH 


UN SECRETARY GENERAL ADDRESSES PRESS CONFERENCE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 18 Feb 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] UN Secretary General Dr. Kurt Waldheim on Tuesday stressed the need for 
finding out peaceful solutions to the regional conflicts by removing distrust 
between nations and restoring confidence among people of the world. Without this 
he said the world “rune a great danger of a direct conflagration between super 
powers”. 


Addressing a Press conference at Bangobhavan the UN Secretary General pointed out 
the conflicts in Afghanistan Kampucrea, Namibia and the Iraq-Iran conflict. [as 
published) He termed the problems in these areas as “complex” and called for 
immediate solution to these regional conflicts. 


Commenting on the Non-aligned Foreign Ministecs meeting in Delhi the UN Secretary 
General said that it made valuable contribution to the efforts of the world body 
for finding out peaceful solutions to regional conflicts. We termed the Delhi 
meeting as “important”. 


The UN chief executive emphasised important of bridging the gnawing gap oetween 
the developed and the developing countries. [as published) He underscored the 
need for a new international economic order. “Before this order is achieved we 
must do something for the Least Developed Countries as it is a life and death 
question", he stressed. 


Dr. Kurt Waldheim highly appreciated the initiative of President Ziaur Rahman in 
highlighting the problems of the Third World countries and the Least Developed 
Countries. President Ziaur Rahman, he said, placed constructive proposals in his 
speech at the UN Assembly. The President's speech was “impressive” and it con- 
tained special references about the Third World country's problems and the effects 
of repeated oil price hike. 


Zia's Leadership Praised 


The UN Secretary General lauded the “dynamic” leadership of President Ziaur Rahman 
and mentioned about the “wisdom and his feelings for his people". President Zia, 
he said, was not only an “outstanding figure in Bangladesh but also a leader of 
international calibre. 


Giving his impression about his second visit to Bangladesh the UN Secretary General 
said, “I am quite confident about the future of this country". He said that he 























was happy to visit Dacca again. Eight years ago during his previous visit he 

Baw the capital faced tremendous difficulties at the end of the war of liberation. 
The relief operation in the post-liberation period went on well and Bangladesh, he 
observed, was a shining example of what can be achieved if people and the govern- 
ment work in close cooperation with the UN, He said the he was aware of the prob- 
lems of Bangladesh was confronting today. [as published) He wae deeply impressed 
to see Dacca as a “different and booming city and the people here are very active". 


Referring to his talke with President Ziaur Rahman Dr. Kurt Waldheim said that he 
discussed with the President “international situation areas of crisis and world 
economic problems". He said, "I am impressed by President Zia's understanding 
about the probleme" 


He said that he discussed with Prime Minister Shah Azgizur Rahman about water 
resources, irrigation and progress in the agriculture sector. He considered his 
discussion with Foreign Minister Professor Shameul Huq as “important and helpful". 
He said, "I had the opportunity to hold discussion with Bangladesh leaders or 
problems and they helped me understand those better". 


Asked to comment on the present battle of polemics between the United States and 
the Soviet Union the UN Secretary General said that he was concerned and shocked 
at the deterioration of the relations between the two super powers. He, however, 
did not think that it would lead to major conflagration. He said that the super 
powers had their interests in different areas and unless the regional conflicts 
were solved peacefully it might lead to direct conflagration. 


In reply to a question the UN Secretary General said that he was very happy to 

see the US hostages in Iran released. Referring to Iraq-Iran war he said that the 
two wee brotherly countries. "Why they are to go for a war and why they can't 
solve their bilateral problems peacefully" he posed a question. In this regard 

he appreciated the role of Islamic Conference and Non-aligned Movement to end this 
war. 


UN Role 


Asked to comment on the future prospect of the United Nations Dr Kurt Waldheim 
said that the UN was never so important in the past as it is now "With all its 
failures and shortcomings the UN is the organisation which can immensely help 
achieve peace in the world", he expressed his confidence. 


Th: UN Secretary General highly praised the role of Bangladesh in the UN Security 
Council under the “dynamic” leadership of Ambassador K. M. Kaiser, Permanent 
Representative of Bangladesh to the UN, 


The UN Secretary General thanked the Bangladesh Government for inviting him to 
visit Bangladesh. He also expressed his gratitude to President Ziaur Rahman, 
Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman and Foreign Minister Professor Shamsul Huq for 
extending him, his wife and the members of his entourage ao warm hospitality during 
their stay in Dacca. 


Dr. Kurt Waldheim will leave the capital today (Wednesday) morning by a special 
plane at the end of his four-day official visit to Bangladesh. 








UN Information Centre for Dacca 


BSS adds: The United Nations Secretary General Dr Kurt Waldheim, announced in 
Vacca on Tuesday evening that a UN Information Centre would be set up in Dacca, 


Concluding hia Press conference on Tuesday evening at the Bangobhavan the world 
body chief executive made this announcement when spokesman of the Secretary General 
Mr. Rudolph Stajduhar hurriedly approached him with a piece of paper. 


With beaming smile Dr. Waldehim said that the United Nations had decided to open 
an Information centre in Bangladesh with a view to forging closer contacts with 
the government and the people of Bangladesh and for changing communications. 


Looking around at the approaching newsmen the Secretary General added "well, the 


media people here will also have an opportunity to know more about the United 
Nations activities from the centre", 


CSO: 4220 




















BANGLADESH 


TEXT OF COMMUNIQUE OF SYRIAN OFFICIALS' VISIT 
Dacca THE 4ANGLADESH OBSERVER in fnglish 16 Feb 81 p 6 


[Text] Following is the text of Joint Communique issued on Saturday at the end of 
the visit to Bangladesh of Mr. Halim Khaddam, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs o° the Syrian Arab Republic from February 13 to 14: At the 
invitation of His evcellency Professor Muhammad Shamsul Huq, Foreign Minister of 
the People's Republic of Bangladesh and Begum Shamsul Huq, His Excellency Mr. 
Abdel Halim Khaddam, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Syrian Arab Republic and Madam Khaddam paid a two day visit to Bangladesh from 
February 13 to 14, 1981. [as published] 


His Excellency Mr. Abdel Halim Khaddam was accompanied by high officials of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Syrian Arab Republic and others. 


On his arrival his Excellency the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Syrian Arab Republic and Madam Khaddam and the accompanying delega- 
tion were given a very cordial and fraternal welcome by the Government and the 
people of Bangladesh reflecting the bonds of friendship between the two brotherly 
peoples. 


His Excellency Mr. Abdel Halim Khaddam and Madam Khaddam called on His Excellency 
the President of the People's Republic of Bangladesh and Begum Ziaur Rahman. 





The two Foreign Ministers assisted by their aides held official talks in an 
atmosphere marked by mutual trust, fraternal cordiality and friendly understanding 
rooted in their shared history, religion, tradition and culture. [as published] 
They reviewed bilateral relations and discussed regional and international matters 
of mutual interest. They reaffirmed their mutual desire to further promote bilat- 
eral relations and expand the areas of cooperation in all fields beneficial to both 
the countries. 


While eviewing the global political situation, the two Foreign Ministers under- 
lined the importance of increasing efforts by all countries at promoting and 
strengthening international peace and security. [as published] They reiterated 
their stand on strict adherence to the prnciples and objectives of the UN Charter, 
the Non-aligned Movement and the Organisation of the Islamic Conference and recog- 
nised the importance of respect for sovereign equality, territorial integrity of 
all states, non-interference in the internal affairs of other nations, non-use 

of force and peaceful settlement of all disputes. [as published] Stressing the 





eee 


need for unity and solidarity among the Muslim countries the two Foreign Ministers 
called for closer cooperation among the members of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference in political, economic, commercial and cultural fields. 


The two Ministers also reviewed the recent discussions head and decisions taken at 
the Third Islamic Summit Meeting held in Taif and expressed their profound satis- 
faction at the outcome of the deliberation of the meeting. Being fully conscious 
of the confidence reposed in this Conference by the Islamic World, they reiterated 
their determination to cooperate closely for the speedy realietion of the objec- 
tives and decision of the Mecca Declaration. [as published] 


They also expressed full satisfaction at the outcome of the Foreign Ministers’ 
Conference of the Non-aligned nations held recently in New Delhi. 


The two Foreign Ministers reviewed the continuing dangerous and explosive situation 
in the Middle-East and viewed with deep anguish and dismay the alarming escalation 
of Zionist aggression against the Arab World including the Palestinian people 

in flagrant violation of the decisions and resolutions of the United Nations and 
other world bodies. ‘They reaffirmed that a just and lasting peace in the Midd’. 
East can be achieved only on the basis of total and unconditional Israeli wit! 
drawal from the occupied Arab territories including Al-Quds Al-Sharif and th 
restoration of the legitimate and inalienable national rights of the Palestin 
people including their right to have an independent state in their own homeland 
under the leadership of the PLO, their sole and legitimate Representative. They 
also rejected the recent Israeli act to annex the Holy City of Jerusalem as its 
‘eternal and undivided’ capital as illegal and invaild and a gross violation of 
all international laws and conventions. [as published] 


The two sides expressed their grave concern over the heinous Zionist attempt to 
annex the Syrian territory of the Golan Heights. They urged the international 
community to stand against the illegal act of Israel to annex the Arab land inciud- 
ing the Golan Heights. 


While discussing the Afghanistan problem the two Foreign Ministers stressed the 
urgency of an immediate political solution of the problem having the following 
essential elements. Withdrawal of all foreign troops cessation of all foreign 
interference and intervention and ensuring an independent, sovereign and non- 
aligned Afghanistan. 


The two Ministers expressed their strong and unequivocal opposition to imperialism, 
colonialism, neocolonialism, racialism and hegemonism in any form or manifestation. 
They strongly condemned the apartheid policy of South Africa and her continued 
aggression against the neighbouring countries and reiterated their complete soli- 
darity with the brotherly peoples of Azania and Namibia in their heroic struggle 
to wipe out the remaining vestiges of colonialism from Africa and for transfer of 
power from the minority racist regime to the true representat ‘ves of the people of 
Namibia nd Azania. They expressed full satisfaction at the -mergence of Zimbabwe 
as an inuependent and sovereign state. 


They also reiterated their full support for the establishment of a Zone Peace in 
the Indian Ocean and its natural extensions. They reaffirmed that safe guarding 
of security and stabilety in the Gulf Areas is the responsibility of the Gulf 
States only, without any foreign interference intervention. [as published] 











Reviewing the International Leonemic situation, the two Foreign Ministers expressed 
their resolve te continue to work together and etrive for the establishment of the 
New International Keonemic Order based on equity and justice, They stressed the 
heed for continuous North=Seuth dialogue and for econerete measures to alleviate the 
problems of the developing and the least developed countries, 


The two Foreign Ministers welcomed the Resolution We, A 335/295 of 10 December 1980 
on the forthcoming United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries to 
be held in Parise in September 1981 which was adopted unanimously by the Thirty- 
fifth Session of the United Nations General Assembly and reiterated their comit~- 
ment to work of the success of the Parise Conference, They aleo urged the inter~ 
national community, in particular the developed countries and the multilateral 
agencies to do everything possible to realize the objectives of the conference 
which will finalize, adopt and support measures for implementation of Resolution 
122(¥) of 3 June 1979 adopted at the Fifth Session of the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development, 


The two Foreign Ministers reviewed bilateral realtions and expressed their profound 
Satisfaction at the progress achieved in the development of gutual economic coopera- 
tion in all epheres based on shared history and economic objectives. They also 
etressed the need for widening and expanding areas of mutual cooperation. They 
agreed in principle to conelude agreements on Economic cooperation Trade Scientific 
and Cultural Cooperation and to set up a Joint Commission. 


The two sides explored the possibility of increasing the volume of trade and com- 
merce between the two countries, and aleo underlined the imporcance of expanding 
further the areas of cooperation in 4 scientific, cultural and educational fields. 
jae publ ished] 


They reiterated their decision to set up resident diplomatic missions in respective 
capitals to promote and consolidate relations between the two fraternal countries 
at an early date, 


Hie Pxcellency the Foreign Minister of the Syrian Arab Republic appreciated the 
various measures taken by the Government of Bangladesh under the able and wise 
leadership of President Ziaur Rahman for the continued peace, progress, prosperity 
and well-being of the people of Bangladesh. He also lauded the contribution made 
by Bangladesh President for promoting underetanding, peace stability and cooperation 
in South Asia. 


The Poreign Minister of the Syrian Arab Republic and Madam Khaddam expressed their 
profound gratitude and appreciation to the Foreign Minister of Bangladesh and Begua 
Shameu!l Huq for the cordial reception and warm hospitality accorded to them and to 
the members of their entourage by the Government and people of Bangladesh during 
the visit. Hie Excellency and Madam Khaddam extended a very cordial invitation 

to w Foreign Minister of Bangladesh and Begum Shameul Huq to visit Syria which 
was accepted with great pleasure. 


CSO: 4220 














BANGLADESH 


PRESIDENT SPEAKS AT YOUTH COMPLEX CONFERENCE 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in Bnglish 25 Feb 8) pp i, 12 


[Text] President Ziaur Rahman on Tuesday urged the members of the youth complex 
to extend allout cooperation to the Swanirvar Gram Sarkar, for ite proper fune- 
tioning, reports 855. 


The members of the youth complex being village-baeed were o part of the Swanirvar 
Gram Sarkar, he added. 


The President said that the youth complex was spreading in the rural areas 
throughout the country and in future it would be further strengthened through 
ite formation in the echoolse, colleges and the universities 411 over the country. 


Addressing the national youth cooperative conference sponsored by the Integrated 
Rural Development Project at the Shilpakala Academy premises here, President Zia 
said that the youth complex, 4 village-oriented institution, could play a con- 
structive role in the process of the formation of 4 production-oriented social 
structure in the country. 


He called for wniting and organising the 2.5 crore youths of the country through 
the complex for channelising the work force of the youth for speedy development 
of the nation. The complex should work as the main force behind organising the 
youths, he said and added, ‘we can't let the youth force go in vain.' 


The conference largely attended by members of the youth complex including female 
members from all over the country were addressed by Mr Abdul Halim Chowdhury 
Minister for Rural Development and Cooperatives Mre Quamrunnahar Zafar, State 
Minister for Rural Development and Cooperatives and 4 sumber of youth complex 
leaders. Mr. Abul Quasem, State Minister for Youth Development was aleo present. 


President Zia recollected the background behind the ‘formation of the youth 
complex and said that the decision to form the complex wae taken two years ago 
to provide a sense of direction to the vast unemploved rural vouthe and to give 
them an opportunity for earning livelihood on cooperative basis. He eaid that a 
section of Opposition political parties had opposed and criticised the move. 


Lauding the efforts put in by the members of the complex the Presitent pointed 
out that through hard work and devotion the complex had proved ite utility and 
had belied the criticiem of the Opposition political parties. 

















ie said ‘we fought a Liberation War and spilled bleed, Afterwards we thought that 
we would move the nation ahead speedily towards the path of development, But 
the entire youth community wae misled and they were not properly utilised for the 


eauee of the nation,’ 


President Zia said (hat after Liberation ineatead of building the nation there 
were attempts to establish foreign ideale in the country, But it had been proved 
once for all that no foreign “iam” would have ite place in the soil of Bangladesh 
and the people would never like to be servitors of anybody he added, 


We reaffirmed that the youthe of the country would be united and organised on the 
basis of the ideale of Bangladeshi idealiem and utilised for nation-building 
activities, 


The President said that rights of the rural people had been restored through forma- 
tion of Gram Sarkar. He eaid that Gram Sarkar was aleo entrusted with the task of 
uniting and organising the rural population for their upliftment and making them 
self-reliant, 


We have to see that villages developed properly because these were reservoirs of 
ail our resources he said and added without development of the villages none of 
our plane would be successful. 


President Zia said that proper utilisation of our resources and power would help 
us initiate a new horizon of life in which the youth had a great role to play. 


President Zia pointed out that peaceful revolution now being implemented throughout 
the country had been launched to make good the losses suffered during the colonial 
days. 


ie said that revolution aleo aimed at protecting the national sovereignty and 
independence along with leading the nation towards the path of development. 


Turning to the primary school teachers who had resorted to strike, the President 
said they were being misled and added some foreign hands were aleo working behind 
their activities. 


President Zia asked the members of the youth complex that after going back to the 
vi'lages they should make understand the primary teachers that they were being 
hoodwinked by some interested quarters. 


He cautioned that dishonesty and characterleseness would not be tolerated among 
the membere of the complex and any body found indulging in such activities would 
be eliminated from the organisation. 


President Zia said that when the Bangladesh Nationalist Party was urging the people 
for successful implementation of the peaceful revolution some vested interests 


became up and doing for  hwarting the process. 


Referring to the womenfolk, the President said that they constituted fifty per 
cent of the total population and the nation could not prosper ignoring the half 














of ite population, We called upon the womenfolk to contribute their mite in the 
ongoing revolution along with their male counterparts, 


He also urged the members of the youth complex to participate in the literacy 
drive and set up poultry and livestock farme in the rural areas, We also called 
upon them to undertake pisciculture projects and plant trees in their respective 
areas, 


Speaking on the occasion, Mr Abdul Halim Chowdhury said that within next three to 
four monthe 4 national central committee of the youth complex would be formed, 


We eaid that the complex would get five per cent commission more on the income 
earned by leasing hate and bagare by the complex, 


The Cooperative Minister further assured the youthe that if the total income of 


the complex exceeds Taka ten crore they be given commission at the rate of 25 
per cent, 


C80: 4220 

















REPORT ON AWAML LEAGUE PRESIDIUM MEETING 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 20 Feb 81 pp 1, 12 





{Text} The first meeting of the newly formed Presidium of Bangladesh Awami 
League (Malek) wae held at the central office of the party on Thursday. Mr. 
Abdul Malek Ukil, the outgoing President and currently a member of the Presidium 
was in the chair. 


It wae decided in the meeting that all the eleven members of the Presidium would 
g0 to New Delhi to meet the newly-elected Chairman of the party Mrs. Hasina 
Sheikh, 


It may be recalled that Hasina Sheik who is away from the country for last eight 
years was elected Chairman of the Presidium in absentia. [as published] 


The Presidium meeting expressed its great satisfaction at the election of Hasina 
Sheikh as party Chairman and extended its heartiest congratulations to her. 


The Presidium urged her to return to Dacca immediately to take up her new assign- 
ment. The Presidium in a resolution said if the government put any obstacle 
directly or indirectly on the home coming of Hasina Sheikh the party would resist 
all such obstacles. 


The Presidium criticised a vernacular daily for reporting that there was differ- 
ences of opinion on the candidacy of Hasina Sheikh. The Presidium claimed that 
Hasina Sheikh was the unanimous choice of all. 


The Presidium meeting called upon 411 democratic and patriotic forces to forge 
unity to topple the present government. 


BSS adde: The first meeting of the Bangladesh Awami League (Malek) Presidium held 
in Dacca on Thursday at ite central office discussed matters relating to the 
return of the newly-elected party Chairman Hasina Sheikh to the country with full 
dignity and honour, according to 4 party source. 








The Presidium members present at the meeting were Mrs. Zohra Tajuddin, Mr. M. Korban 


Ali, Mr. Abdus Samad Azad, Mr. Abdul Mannan, Mr. Phani Majumder, Mr. Mohiuddin 
Ahmed Mr. Zillur Rahean Mr. Abdul Momwin Talukder and Dr. Kamal Hossain. 


The party General Secretary Mr. Abdur Razgzak, was alec nt, 
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BANGLADESH 


MUJIB'S DAUGHTER ELECTED AWAMI LEAGUE CHAIRMAN 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Feb 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Begum Hasina Sheikh eldest daughter of late Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Mr. 
Abdur Razzak were unanimously elected Chairman and General Secretary of Bangladesh 
Awami League (Malek) on Monday. Mr. Abdur Ragzgak made the formal announcementaat 
the conclusion of the three-day council session of the party held at Hotel Eden. 
All the leaders of Awami League were present. 


The council session also elected the party Presidium and Secretariat. The members 
of the Presidium are: Mr. Abdul Malek Ukil, Syeda Zohra Tajuddin, Mr. M. Korban 
Ali, Mr. Abdul Mannan, Mr. Abdus Samad Azad, Mr. Phani Majumdar, Mr. Mohiuddin 
Ahmed, Mr. Zillur Rahman, Mr. Abdul Momin Talukdar and Dr. Kamal Hussain, The 
general secretary of the party will be the member of the 12-member Presidium. 


The members of the Secretariat are: Mrs. Sajeda Choudhury and Mr. Amir Hussain 
Amu Joint Secretaries Mr Tofael Ahmed Organising Secretary Sardar Amzad Hussain 
Publicity Secretary; Syed Ahmed Office Secretary Mr. S. M. Yousuf Secretary Educa- 
tion and Research Mr. Mafizul Islam Khan Kamal Social Welfare Secretary Mre. ivy 
Rahman, Women Affairs Secretary Mr A, B. M. Taleb Ali, Labour Secretary Prof. 
Mohammad Hanif Agriculture Secretary Mr Mohammad Nasim Youth Secretary Mr. Abdul 
Jalil International Affairs Secretary Mr. Shafiqul Aziz Mukul Cultural Secretary 
and Mr. Faz liamentary Board. [as published] 


Twenty-seven members of the Executive Committee will be nominated by the Presidium 
and the Secretariat jointly. 


The council session had empowered the Executive Committee to elect the party 
Parliamentary Board. 


The election of the Presidium and the Secretariat was unanimously approved by the 
Subject Committee at the Awami League central office after lengthy deliberation on 
Monday night. The Subject Committee which failed to arrive at a consensus on 
Sunday night invited nominations from the intending candidates. One hundred eighty 
seven nominations were received by the Election Commission for 26 office-bearers. 
Seven nominations were filed for the post of Chairman of the Presidium, They 
were:--Mr. Abdul Malek Ukul Syeda Zohra Tajuddin Mr. Koran Ali Mr. Abdus Samad Azac 
Syed Kamal Bakht Dr. Kamal Hussain and Mr. Abdur Razgzak Mr. Kamal Bakht and Mr. 
Razzak withdrew the nomination papers. [as published] For the position of General 
Secretary Mr. Abdur Razgzak Mr. Zillur Rahman Mre Zohra Tajuddin and Mr. Tofae! 
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Aimed tiled their fominattionese, With these nominations the Subject Committee met 

at the central effiee at 4 p.a, at the beginning of the meeting. Dr, Kamal Hossain 
proposed to form a emaller committee to come to a consensus, Accordingly 4 six= 
member committee was formed with Mer, Abdul Malek Ukul Dr. Kamal Hussain Mre Zohra 
Tatuddin Me, Keran Ali Mr, Abdus Samad Agad and Mr. Abdur Rageak, The Subject 
Committee avreed to accept the verdict of this Committee, The Committee continued 
ite «closed door session for about three hours, 


When the six=member Committee was in closed door seasion the name of Hasina Sheikh 
wae circulated among the councillors at the Eden Hotel and also at the party 
office, The name was first announced at the conference pandal by Sheikh Paglul 
Karim Selim, M.P. younger brother of late Sheikh Faglul Huq Moni. Ars, Sajeda 
Choudhury and Mr. Amie Huseain Amu aleo went to the conference venue from the 
meeting and elreulated the name of Hasina Sheikh, The name of Hasina Sheikh was 
plioted by De, Kamal Hussain, When the name of Hasina Sheikh came prominently 

ae party Chairman, some of the councillors and party workers outside the meeting 
resented the deeision. They felt that Hasina Sheikh was too young to head the 
party, The name wae proposed when the Committee wae locked with two names Mr. 
Abdul Malek Ukil and Mra, Zohra Tajuddin, as Chairman. None was ready to withdraw, 


it could be learnt Chat preparation was there to propose the name of Hasina Sheikh 
os Chair@so sinee Sunday night and some top notchers of the party including Dr. 
Kama! Hussain and Mr. Tofae!l Ahmed had a telephonis talk with Hasina Sheikh now 

in New Delhi. fase published) She gave her consent at about 11 a.m. on Monday and 
the name was first circulated at Eden Hotel to journalists at about 1 p.m. Later 
when newemen approached Dr. Kamal Hussain at 2 p.m. he said, “We will give a sur- 
prise belying all speculations." 


Meanwhile, the biennial council meeting endorsed a seven-point programme for future 
course of action by the party on the concluding day of the session on Monday. 


The programme includes the demands for the trial of those responsible for the 
killing of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the members of his family including Abdur Rab 
Serniabat and Sheikh Fazlul Huq Moni, and four ‘national leaders’ including Syed 
Nagrul Islam, Tajuddin Ahmed, M. Mansoor Ali and A. H. M. Kamruzzaman, 


The programme reiterates the party's firm resolve to establish ‘democracy of the 
exploited people’ through a drastic overhaul of the colonial administrative system 
on the lines charted out by the late 'Bangabandhu’. It states that the party would 
naake ‘relentiess efforts’ to ‘re-establish’ the values of the Liberation War and 
the ‘four state principles’ ‘nationalism, socialiem, democracy and secularism’. 

las published] It expresses the party's uncompromising stand against any govern- 
ment of ‘autocratic, dictatorial, militaristic and bureaucratic nature’ and says 
that the ouster of any such government is the immediate responsibility of the 
party workers’. 


The programme calle for ‘ceaseless efforts’ to unify all progressive, democratic 
ind pro-independence forces’ to attain the objectives of an exploitation-free 
society as was cherished by the ‘Bangabandhu. ' 


It enunciates the party's determined and resolute efforts to establish a socialis- 
tic economy in the pattern. It calls for compulsory multi-purpose rural 
co-operatives, gradual lowering down of the existing ceiling on land holdings at 
100 bighas and steady efforts for faster industrialisation. 
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BANGLADESH 


RALLWAY MINISTER WARNS OF AWAMI LEAGUE 'MACHINATIONS' 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Feb 81 p |! 


[Text] Brahmanbaria, Feb 16:--Railway Minister Mr. Abdul Alim has warned the 
people against the machinations and conspiracies being hatched by the Awami 
Bakesalites and Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal to capture power through back door with 
the help of their foreign mentors, reports BSS. 


He ridiculed the Awami Bakealites for shedding crocodile tears for their leader 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and demanding trial for his killing although they themselves 
had blocked all legal means for holding trial. 


The Railways Minister was addressing a public meeting at Nasirnagar High School 
field yesterday. Jute Minister Mr. Habibullah Khan aleo addressed the meeting 
which wae organised by the local wit of BNP. 


Listing the achievements of President Ziaur Rahman's government, Mr. Abdul Alim 
said that the national economy was much better today due to intensive and well 
coordinated efforts of the government to improve «11 sections of production. In 
this connection, he blamed the Awami Bakee!ites for pushing the country on the 
brink of economic disaster for planning everything in the interest of a particular 
coterie. 


Addressing the meeting Mr. Habibullah Khan said that necessary directives had been 
issued to the relevant quarters to pay fair price to the jute growers for their 
produce. 


He told the gathering that the per acre yield of jute had increased four times by 

introducing high yielding jute seeds. He said that the government had been making 
concerted efforts to promote the sale of jute and jute goods in the international 

market. 


Bangladesh has sold two lakh one thousand three hundred ond 4 tons of jute goods 
worth Taka 231.54 croresto the foreign buyers till November last vear. 
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FOREIGN MINISTER SPEAKS AT BANQUET FOR WALDHEIM 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 Feb 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Foreign Minister Prof, M, Shameul Huq on Sunday night reiterated 
Bangiadesh's adherence to the UN principles and objectives and said we have con- 
sistentiy striven to work with the other sister nations for the cause of peace, 
progress and stability, reports BSS. 


Our adherence to the principles and objectives of the UN Charter is more than 4 mere 
commitment, be said in « dinner hosted by him and Begum Huq in honour of visiting 
UN Secretary Genera! Dr. Kurt Waldehim and Madame Waldhein. 


Today, the Foreign Minister said, the United Nations faces numerous challenges to 
the tulfilment of the aspirations of ite founding fathers. The most striking 

among them, he listed are ideological polarisation, intensification of power 
rivalry, escalation of the arms race, persistence of colonialiem racial discrimina- 
tion and proliferation of areas of tension and conflict. Linked to these problems 
ig the alarmingly widening gap between the rich and poor nations he added. 


Prof. Huq said that the world today was passing through a period of mounting ten- 

sion and crises posing a serious threat to international peace and security. 

While the crisis in the Middle East remained unresolved, he pointed out, the world 
is faced with new crises in Afghanistan, in Iran-Iraq war and in Indo-China. The 

rule of the law, we cautioned, is vielding increasingly its place to international 
anarchy. [as published] 


Referring to the recent Islamic Summit in Saudi Arabia and the Non-aligned Foreign 
Ministers Conference in New Delhi, Prof. Shamsul Huq said that both the meetings 
had showed a remarkable consensus in attributing the crises to the illegal use of 
armed might and interference in the internal affairs of other countries in contra- 
vention of both the U.N. Charter and the principles of Non-alignment. 


Describing the economic situation as equally alarming the Foreign Minister said 
two-thirds of the world's population impoverished by two centuries of colonial 
exploitation, are waging a grim struggle to meet their basic human needs. 


Prof. Huq pointed out that the ills that plague our world today “stem not from 

lack of resources" but froma lack of political will to restructure the world order 
on the foundation of universal human and moral values and a fairer and more equita- 
ble sharing of world's resources. 
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He stressed the need for a new international economic order in the intereste of 
both developing and developed nations and sail it cannet be overstressed that the 
search for peace and political atability is inextricably Linked with the selution 
of these economic issues, 


Prof, Huq recalled with gratitude the special relief programmes launched by the 
United Nations in the rehabilitation and reconatruction of the wan-ravaged 
Bangladesh and also on subsequent occasions like the repatriation of refugees 
from Burma. [ase published| The immediate and sympathetic response of the United 
Nations on these and other occasions demonstrates the capacity of the world body 
to work effectively in emergencies under the able leaderahip of the Secretary 
General. 


Referring to many probleme faced by Bangladesh ae a result of her under-—development 
the Foreign Minister said the situation was created by nearly two centurtes of 
colonial exploitation. He pointed out that the people Bangladesh were currently 
engaged in a planned and nation-wide drive for far-reaching economic and soctal 
changes to attain a self-reliant economy and to raise tie quality of life of the 
people. [as published) 


In this quiet and peaceful revolution, top priority has been assigned to agricul- 
tural production removal of illiteracy and population control. Sehind the dynamic 
political, economic and social changes now under way lie the resclute and deter- 
mined will of our people to overcome difficulties and move forward alone the path 
of progress and stability, he said. 


The dinner, attended among others by Prime Minster Shah Arizur Rahman and Deputy 
Prime Minister Mr. S. A. Bari, A.T. was followed by a culturol show. 
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BANGLADESH 


DEPUTY MINISTER INTERVIEWED ON RETURN FROM JAPAN 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 24 Feb 861 pp 1, 8 


[Text | Flow of Japanese [financial assistance and investment from government, 
bank and private enterprise sources to Bangladesh would increase in future for 
implementation of the Second Five-Year Plan, Deputy Prime Minister Jamaluddin 
Ahmed said in an interview in Dacca on Monday. 


Mr. Ahmed, who led an ll-member Bangladesh business delegation to Japan last week 
told BSS that the Japanese government leaders had assured him of that country's 
continued economic assistance on an increasing scale. ‘On the other hand they had 
also assured him that all bankable (credit worthy) industrial and other projects 
from Bangladesh would receive topmost priority for financing on a government to 
government basis or between private sectors including the involvement of Japanese 
Export Import Bank. [as published] 


The Deputy Prime Minister in charge of the Ministry of Industries also informed 
that the leading Japanese business and industrial houses had agreed in principle 
for direct investment or joint ventures in four major groups of industries such 
as steel, gas based industries paper and pulp and engineering sectors. 


The projects in which Japanese investors have shown interest are, urea fertilizers, 
methanol plant sponge iron, artificial fibre, carbon black, PVC, expansion of 
Chittagong Steel Mills, manufacturing of refractory bricks, minufacturing of 

glass shell for electric bulb, paper and pulp factory, and manufacturing of 

diesel engines and trucks and buses. [as published] 


In reply to a question, the Deputy Prime Minister said that capital investment 
in individual projects would be to the tune of 100 to 300 million dollars. 


He said that the Japanese investors had also requested for Japanese government's 
involvement to materialise these proposals by way of extending credits and other 
facilities. The follov-up of the proposals by both the sides would begin very 
soon, the Minister added. 


During the visit, the Deputy Prime Minister called on Japanese Prime Minister Mr 
Zenko Suzuki and held meetings with Finance Minister Otanbe International Trade 
and Industry Minister Rokusuke Tanaka Foreign Minister Masayoshi Ito and leaders 
of Japan and Osaka Chambers of Commerce and Industry. He had also met executives 
of leading industrial groups such as Marubeni Corporation Mitsubishi Corporation 
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Sumitomo Corporation, Ltoman and Company, Sateushita Electrical Company Yanmar 
Diese! Company and Michiman groups in Tokyo and Osaka, 


The second five-year plan of Bangladesh and its projections for industries were 
discussed at length and depth during these meetings. He said "It appears to me 
that Japanese investors have expressed their desire to involve themselves in the 
economic development of Bangladesh in view of successful transition to democracy 
and political stability in Bangladesh", he observed, 
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BNP NOMINEE WINS LN COMILLA BYELECTIONS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 19 Feb 81 p 1 


[Text] The BNP nominee, Mr Omar Ahmed Majumder, on Wednesday won the Comilla 
bye-election to the Jatiya Sangsad defeating two of his rivals, according to 

unofficial reports available from all 59 polling centres on Wednesday night, 

reports BSS. 


The Jatiya Sangssd seat No. 259 Comilla-17 fell vacant following the death of Syed 
Habibul Huq (BNP) on November 24 last year. 


Mr Majumder defeated his nearest rival Syed Zillul Huq (Independent candidate) 

by 52,358 votes. Mr Majumder secured 64,583 votes while Syed Zillul Huq got 
12,225 votes and Mr A. Baten Chowdhury, nominee of Jatiya Samajtrantrik Dal (JSD), 
bagged 4,451 votes. 


With the victory of Mr Omar Ahmed Majumder the Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP) captured 250 seats in the 330-member Jatiya Sangead. 


The total number of voters in the Comilla-17 constituency comprising 13 unions 
under the Laksham police station was 1,30,779. Of the total voters the number of 


male are 68,383 while female 62,396. 


A total of 176 polling boths including 74 for female voters were opened in 59 
centres of the constituency, according to the Election Commission sources in Dacca. 
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BANGLADESH 


DETAILS OF BANGLADESH-SOVLET TRADE PACT TOLD 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 21] Feb 81 p 1 


[Text] Bangladesh and the Soviet Union will exchange goods worth <2 million pound 
sterlings each way under the 10th annual barter protocol signed in Dacca on Friday 
morning, reports BSS. 


The projected turnover envisages an increase of 30 per cent from the level of 
preceding nineth annual barter protocol, which provided for exchanges of goods 
worth 17 million pound sterlings. [as published] Besides the beaccter, the Soviet 
Union will also make an additional purchase of goods worth 4.4 million pound 
sterlings in the next one year in repayment of the Soviet credits to Bangladesh. 


The protocol was signed at the State Guest House on rriday morning by Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Trade Minister Mr. I. T. Grishin and Bangladesh Foreign Trade Secretary Mr. 
Syed Amir Khasru on behalf of their respective Governments. Mr. Grishin, who led 
a 10-member official trade delegation, leaves Dacca later on Friday afternoon. 


Under the protocol, Bangladesh would export to the Soviet Union items namely raw 

jute, jute goods, goat skins, cow-hides, finished leather, loose tea, packet tea, 
wires and cables, footwear coir fibres jute carpets, specialised textiles, ready- 
made garments, tobacco, handicrafts, stainless steel cutleries, soaps and deter- 

gents etc, 


In turn, Bangladesh would import from Soviet Union items like raw cotton, M.S. 
billet, pig iron, high speed diesel oil, ball bearing, steel rolls, ingot moulds 
and raw materials for general engineering manufacturing plant. 


Signing the agreement over, the Soviet Minister said that the trade talks between 
the two sides, were held in a "friendly atmosphere” and in the spirit of "mutual 
understanding" which would promote both trade and friendly relations between the 

two countries. Mr. Grishin also hoped that the trade protoco! would also strengthen 
friendship between the two peoples. 


Mr. Khasru observed that the trade protocol would also promote friendly relations and 
expand arecs of cecperation in bilateral trade. He also stressed the need for making 
sincere efforts to expand trade relations on a sustained basis. 


Earlier on Friday Mr. Grishin called on Foreign Minister Prof. Shamsul Huq at his 
office. 
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Power Development Board and the Techno Prom Export (TPE) of the USSR have signed 
an agreement for a commercial eredit of 70,175 million dollars as foreign exchange 
component for the second phase extension of Ghorasal Thermal Power Station, 


Under the agreement signed in Moscow on Pebruary 18 the TPE will provide coopera- 
tien to the PDB in the construction of 4 natural gas fired 210 megawatt power station 
at Gherasal, The power house will be an extension of the existing 110 megawatt 

power etation there, 4 Presse release of the PDR said, 


Repayment of the credit will be made by exporting dangladeshi goode to the Soviet 
Union under the trade agreement between the two countries, in foree or to be in 
foree, 


Starting in 1984 the repayment will be completed in 20 half<yearly instalments, 


C80: 4770 














HANDLING OF BURMESE REFUGEES IN BANGLADESH LAUDED 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in Bnglieh 18 Feb 61 p 3 


{Text} The handling of the Burmese refugees in Bangladesh and the experience of 

the Bangladesh Red Cross Suciety in connection with the relief operation for them 
were highly acclaimed by the just coneluded Asia and Pacific Region Red Crose and 
Red Crescent Conference in Jakarta, reporte 885, 


This was stated by the Chairman of the Bangladesh Red Cross Society, Mr. Justice 
Shahabuddin Ahmed, on return this evening from 4 week-long conference concluded 
in Jakarta on Wednesday. 


Mr. Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed who led the three-member Bangladesh Red Cross 
delegation, said that hie delegation played a very great role in the conference. 
The experience of Bangladesh Red Cross Society in connection with the relief 
operation for the Burmese refugees was narrated at length. te said that certain 
suggestions of the Bangladesh delegation regarding the ratification of two Red 
Cross protocols were accepted by the conference. 


He said that the main subjects of dicussion were “Ned Cross in protection” and 
"Red Cross in assistance”. [as published) Relief activities preparedness pro- 
gtamme, dissemination of humanitarian lawe and Red Crosse involvement in health 
and social services were reviewed. 


He said that the conference had given special emphasis on disaster preparedness 
programme, of national societies in cooperation with the League of Red Crosse, 
International Committee of Red Cross and the government agencies. The role of 
Red Cross Societies in tackling refugees probleme created by armed conflict was 
aleo discussed at length. [as published) 


The conference was attended by about 150 delegates representing 2! national 
societies, the League of Red Crosse Societies, the International Committee of Red 
Cross, and other organisations like the World Health Organisation, the United 
Nations Children Fund and the United Nations Development Programme. 


On way back home the Chairman of the Bangladesh Red Cross Society visited the Thal 
Red Cross Society. 


Other members of the Bangladesh delegation were Mr. Badiurzaman, member of the 
Managing Board and Major (Rtd.) Ali Hassan Qureshi, Secretary-General of the 
Bangladesh Red Cross Society. 
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UN SPCRETARY GENERAL, SPEAKS AT DACCA BANQUET 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16, 17 Feb 61 


[16 Feb 61, pp 1, 12) 





[Text| The UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim on Sunday night expressed his con- 
cern at the “widespread uncertainty” in the current world economy and ite grave 
impact on the Least Developed Countries reporte 85S. 


He said he was filled with “deep anxiety at the continuing deadlock" with regard 
to the restructuring of the international economic order. 


He was speaking at a dinner hosted in his honour and Madame Kurt Waldheim by the 
Foreign Minister and Begum Shameul Huq. 


Dr. Kurt Waldheim in his speech commended the significant role played by 
Bangladesh as a member of the UN Security Council during past two years for the 
cause of world peace and security. 


The UN Secretary General also dwelt on the world tension, due to accumulation and 
development of weapons of destruction which he said was now the “most alarming 
feature of our age”. 


Recalling hie last vieit to Bangladesh in 1973, Dr Waldheim said since then the 
country had made most impressive progress both in political and economic fields. 


Referring to the significant role played at the United Nations by Bangladesh 

Dr. Waldheim remembered the important and inspiring speech which President Ziaur 
Rahman delivered at the special session of the General Assembly last year. As a 
member of the Security Council in 1979 and 1980 Bangladesh became “closely 

involved with the endeavour" of the world organisation in the cause of international 
peace and security. 


The UN Secretary-General also paid warm tribute to the constructive and fruitful 
contribution which the Bangladesh delegation under its able Permanent Representa- 
tive, Ambassador Kaiser, had made to the work of the council. 


Speaking about the “present dangerous turn” in world affairs Dr. Waldheim said 
until a year or eo ago, there were noticeable trends towards accommodation and 
dialogue. He said it was true that ⸗ number of major problems, regional or global 





were still unresolved, Nevertheless there were signe of 4 growing recognition 
that these problems had to be definitively settled, <A phase has now intervened 
in which these positive trends seem to have been submerged, 


He said he did not wish to encourage any undue pessimiam in thie context *1 
do not share the apprehension that we are sliding towarde genera! conflict” he 
added. 


He went on to say “neither of the world's greatest powers is contemplating nuclear 
destruction. Neither would wish that 4 regional conflict should escalate to wider 
proportions. However, there are legitimate causes of anviety. While probleme of 
long standing which vitally affect international peace and security etill remain 
unresolved, new ones have been added, Unless the present regression is checked, 
the possibility remains that we may relapse into 4 state of affaire in which there 
is little constructive dialogue on major iesues at the internationa! level.” 


Text of Speech 


Mr. Minister, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlement, I am deeply erateful for the 
kind invitation of your Government and the warm hospitality extended to we. [as 
published] I also thank you for your cordial words of welcome. 


"This is my second visit to Bangladesh and I am looking forward very much to my 
talke with His Excellency President Ziaur Rahman with the distinguished Prime 
Minister & with you, Mr. Minister. 


"Since 1 was here in 1973 your country has made most impressive progress both in 
the political and the economic fields. It has also played a significant role at 
the United Nations. We etil!l remember the important and inspiring speech which 
President Ziaur Rahman made at the Special Session of the General Assembly last 
year. As a member of the Security Council in 1979 and 1980 Bangladesh became 
closely involved with the endeavour of the world Organization in the cause of 
international peace and security. May I pay warm tribute on this occasion to the 
constructive and fruitful contribution which the delegation of Bangladesh under 
its able Permanent Representative, Ambassador taiser hae made to work of the 
Council. 


"I am sure that all of you are concerned about the present dangerous turn in world 
affairs. Until a year or so ago, there were noticeable trends towards accommoda- 
tion and dialogue. It is true that a number of major problems, regional or global, 
were still unresolved. Nevertheless, there were signe of a growing recognition 
that these problems had to be definitively settled. A phase has now intervened 

in which these positive trends seem to have been submerged. 


"I do not wish to encourage any undue pessimism in this context. 1 do not share 
the apprehension that we are sliding towards genera! conflict. 


"Neither of the world's greatest powers is contemplating nuclear destruction, 
Neither would dish that a regional conflict should escalate to wider proportions. 
However, there are legitimate causes of anxiety. While problems of lon, «tanding 
which vitally affect international peace and security still remain unresolved, 

new ones have been added. Unless the present regression is checked the possibility 





remains that we may relapse into 4 estate of affaires in which there is little con- 
structive dialogue on major issues at the international level," 


[17 Feb 81, p 4) 


{Text|] Following is the remaining part of the text of speech of UN Secretary 
General Dr. Kurt Waldhein delivered at a dinner given in his honour on Sunday and 
published partly: [as published] 


The dimensions of the present arms race are well known to people around the globe. 
The ever greater accumulation and development of weapons of destruction is the most 
alarming feature of our age. It keeps the world community perpetually on the edge 
of peril, Tt consumes vaet resources which could have been devoted with immense 
benefit to reducing poverty overcoming ignorance and controlling disease. Further- 
more, the arms race is no longer merely an effect of tensions between nations. it 
has now become one of the causes of such tension. [as published) 


The paradox is that all governments agree about the danger and enormous waste- 
fulness of the drive for armaments, yet all seem to be resigned to its continuance. 
At the United Nations another Special Session of the General Assembly devoted to 
disarmament is to be held next year. It is a matter of priority that this session 
should be enabled to produce 4 momentum towards halting the arms race. All govern- 
mente, both developed and developing, need to concert their efforts towards this 
end. 


Current trends in the world economy continue to cause widespread uncertainly. [as 
published] They assume a special gravity in their impact on the least developed 
countries. I am filled with deep anxiety at the continuing deadlock with regard 
to the restructuring of the international economic order. While this stalemate 
persists the situation of countries with vulnerable economies is especially 
affected by the general instability. Their burden of debt continues to grow. 
Their export earnings dwindle in value. They face the mounting cost of energy. 
The lack of food security aggravates the situation. 


As you know, the establishment of a new international economic order is one of the 
foremost objectives of the United Nations. While I do not conceal my great concern 
at the very slow pace of negotiations and the lack of an agreement, I would not 

like any slackening in the present efforts due to a sense of futility. It is not 
conceivable that a world community which achieved the great objective of decoloniza- 
tion, transforming the political map of the globe, will fail to accomplish what is 
essential to ite balance and progress. We have to persevere with dialogue and 
negotiation and on no account abandon the hope of achieving mutual accommodation. 


The global economy suffers from severe imbalances and the consequent hardships 

are felt most by the least developed countries. The plight of these countries is 
a subject conetantly in my mind and I have used every suitable occasion to stress 
the urgency of alleviating their difficulties. The ultimate solution of the global 
economic crisis will depend on concerted action by the entire world community. 


Mr. Minister, I highly appreciate the opportunity to exchange views with your dis- 
tinguished President, with Your Excellency, and with members of your Government 
about the world situation in general and the many outstanding problems which are 
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on the agenda of the United Nations and of special interest to Bangladesh, Let 

me also exprese my gratitude for the genuine and consistent support which Bangladesh 
has rendered to the United Nations, I am confident that this close co-operation 
will be maintained and further strengthened in the years ahead, 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


May I now ask you to join me in a toast to the health of His Excellency the Foreign 
Minister, of Begum Shameul Huq and to the prosperity of the people of Bangladesh, 


C80: 4220 


25 











BANGLADESH 


ZIA PROMULGATES PRIMARY EDUCATION ORDINANCE 
Press Conference Announcement 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 Feb 81 p 1 


{[Text) The President has promulgated the Primary Education Ordinance, 1981 pro- 
viding for better organisation of primary education and efficient administration 
and management of the affaires of primary schools in the country, reports BSS. 


Announcing thie at a Press conference in Dacca on Sunday at his office, the Prime 
Minister, Shah Agizur Rahman, reiterated his appeal to the primary teachers to 
resume their duties by February 18 since the Ordinance had fulfilled all their 
demands. 


Information Minister Mr. Shamsul Huda Chowdhury was also present at the Press 
conference. 


Shah Agia, who is also in charge of the Education Ministry, said that the Ordi- 
nance which was promulgated on Saturday had been made in the light of the recom- 
mendations of an |ll-member committee in which the President, General Secretary and 
another member of the Primary Teachers’ Association were the signatories. 


The Prime Minister said that under the Ordinance the primary teachers would con- 
tinue to enjoy the status of government servant and their service condition would 
not be varied to their disadvantage. 


Shah Aziz made it clear that according to the Ordinance the government would take 
all responsibilities for the payment of salaries pensions and gratuity to the 
primary teachers. 


Explaining the salient features of the Ordinance he said, it would create a local 
education authority in every subdivision for the proper management and functioning 
of the primary schools. 


This authority in each subdivision, the Prime Minister pointed out, would comprise 
one gram prodhad from each thana to be elected by the gram prodhans of the thana, 
the Chairman of each Thana Development Council in the subdivision and one teacher 
of a government primary echool from each thana. 


The Subdivisional Officer will be the Ex-officio Chairman of the authority while 
the Subdivisional Education Officer will work as its Ex-officio Member Secretary. 




















Shah Agiz said that the Vice-Chairman of the authority would be elected by wajority 
votes. The chairman of the authority would be ite chief executive, 


He pointed out that the recruitment rule for the primary teachers would be framed 

by the government and not by the authority, The Prime Minister sald, there shall 

be an executive committee, which will include the representatives of the teachers 

and there shall be a managing committee for each primary school which will tnelude 
a head teacher as well as another teacher, 


Referring to the positions of the cities of Dacca Khulna, Chittagong and Rajshahi, 
Shah Agiz said that separate local education authority mieht be established by the 
government for these places, 


He however, said that the primary teachers of these places would be treated as 
government servants 48 at present. 


Replying to a question the Prime Minister said that arrangement would be made 
through the help of the guardians to open the primary echools if the teachers did 
not resume their duty by February 18. 


He said no action would be taken against the primary teachers who would join their 
duty within the given time. 


Shah Aziz told a questioner that it seemed to him that the leaders of the Primary 
Teachers Association wanted the downfall of the government and not the realisation 
of the demands of the primary teachers. There were some sctive members of political 
parties in the Primary Teachers Association, he pointed out. 


The Prime Minister said that a new Directorate had already been opened to control 
the primary education in the country. He said, the government had introduced a new 
recruitment policy to appoint primary teachers under which the female teachers 
would be appointed from now on. 


Shah Aziz said that out of the appointment of 10 thousand primary teachers, seven 
and a half thousand would be taken from among the female candidates. 


Replying to another question the Prime Minister said that the appointment of the 
pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Dacca University was a routine matter. He said the 
Chancellor could appoint anybody as pro-V.C. in accordance to a provision. 


Primary Education Directorate 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 16 Feb 81 pp 1, & 


[Text] The Government on Saturday gave legal coverage to the Cabinet decision to 
set up Local Education Authority for the better organisation of primary education 
and efficient administration and management of the affaire of primary echoole 


of the country when the President promulgated the Primary Education Ordinance, 
1981. 


Announcing this at a Press conference on Sunday, Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman 
said the ordinance fully reflected the recommendations of the 1ll-member committee 














set up by the Government, The members of thie committee included the leaders of 
the Primary Teachers’ Association which organised the strike, 


The Prime Minister reiterated the appeal to the teachers to immediately join their 
classes by February 18 and expressed the hope that most but the politicalised ones 
would join classes when the contents of the ordinance, copies of which he released 
to the Press, are published, "Only those who are politicalised or are members of 
a political party might try to abstain," he said, 


The Prime Minister said that the usual rules of the Government servants would apply 
to these teachers who would continue to abstain from their classes afte: 

February 18. However, amnesty had been declared for all who join the classes by 
February 18, 


Explaining the ordina e the Prime Minister pointed out that there existed school 
boards in the past which used to supervise the running of the primary schools. 
Under the ordinance, the primary school teachers, now numbering about 150,000 

would continue to remain Government servants enjoying all facilities, The teachers 
of the primary schools of Dacca, Chittagong, Khulna and Rajshahi would come under 
the purview of this law. When chis law goes into effect, the existing law relating 
to schools in Dacca city would be automatically nullified, he said. 


The Prime Minister particularly mentioned the clause relating to the conditions 

of service of the teachers which reads as follows: notwithstanding anything 
contained in any other law for the time being in force or in any term or condition 
of service, all persons who have been serving as teachers or employees of a primary 
school immediately before the commencement of this ordinance shall on such commence- 
ment serve under an authority within whose jurisdiction the school is situated on 
the same terms and conditions as were applicable to them immediately before such 
commencement. 





The Prime Minister also said that the Government would continue to pay everything 
and would have right to transfer a primary school teacher from one local area to 
another local area like Government servants, 


Salient Features 
Following are the salient features of the ordinance: 


--There will be an education authority in each sub-division with the Sub- 
Divisional Officer being the ex-officio Chairman; 


--The Vice-Chairman will be elected and the Sub-Divisional Primary Education 
Officer will be the Secretary and Chief Executive Officer; 


--Members of the Local Education Authority will include all Chairman of Thana 
Development Committees, Chairmen of the Pourashavas, the Sub-Divisional Assistant 
Engineer of the Primary Education Development projects, one Thana Education Officer 
to be nominated by the Government, one person interested in education to be 
nominated by the Government from each thana of the sub-division, one elected pri- 
mary school teacher from each thana, one Gram Prodhan from each thana to be 

elected and one women to be nominated by Government; 
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— member of an authority other than an ex-officio member alhall hold office for 
a term of four yeare, 


The Local Education Authority will have an Executive Committee, Besides the 
Chairman and the Secretary, who are ex-officio members, the Executive Committee 
members will include the Sub-Divisional Asetetant Engineer, one person interested 
in education from each thana, one elected primary teacher from each thana and 

one elected Gram Prodhan from each thana; 


Functions of the Authority: subject to the rules made, and directions issued by 
the Government in this behalf, each authority shall appoint teachers for primary 
schools, and post, promote, transfer and control them and take disciplinary action 
against them; 


--Prepare development schemes and submit them to the Government for approval and 
execute them after such approval; 


Supervise the functioning of primary schools; prepare annual budget and submit it 
to the government for approval establish primary schools with the prior approval 

of the government; maintain primary school premises and provide them with all 
necessary facilities; regulate the work of primary schoo! teachers; conduct primary 
school final examinations and award certificates: and award scholarship. fas 

publ ished | 


Powers of Government: the Government shall formulate overall policy relating to 
primary education, prescribe curriculum and syllabi for primary education and 
standard of education and examination for primary school students; approve text 
books for primary education; determine by rules the methods of recruitment of pri- 
mary school teachers and the terms and conditions of their services; provide funds 
for all payments that shall have to be made to primary school teachers as pay, 
allowance, pension, gratuity and other benefits in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of their service sanction primary schools and posts of primary school 
teachers; and provide funds for establishment, maintenance and development of pri- 
mary schools. fas published] 


Primary School Managing Committees: Each primary schoo! wil! have a 12 member 

Managing Committee with Gram Prodhan of Swanirvar Gram Sarker and the head teacher 

of the school as ex-officio members. The Chairman of the Committee will be 

elected from among the members. 

The Managing Committee shall be responsible for managing the affairs of the school, 

supervise the functioning of the school, execute the development schemes in 

respect of the school and ensure regular attendance of the students and teachers. 
Text of Ordinance 

Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in Engiish '7, I8 Feb &! 

[17 Feb 81, p 3] 


[Text] Following is the full text of the Primary Education Ordinance 1981 promul- 
gated by the President to provide for the better organisation of primary education 
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and efficient administration and management of the affairs of primary schools 
reports BSS, 


Whereas it is expedient to provide for better organisation of primary education and 
efficient administration and management of the affaires of primary schools, 


And whreas Parliament is not in session and the President is satisfied that cir- 
cumetances exist which render immediate action necessary, [ase published] 


Now therefore in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (1) of Article 93 
of the Constitution, the President is pleased to make and promulgate the following 
Ordinance, 


|, Shortest title and commencement (1) This Ordinance may be called the Primary 
Education Ordinance, 1981. 


(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Government may, by notification 
in the official gazette appoint. 


2. Definitions in this Ordinance, unless there is anything repugnant in the sub- 
ject or context. 


(A) Authority means a local education authority constituted under this Ordinance. 





(B) Local area means a sub-division excluding such municipality as may be 
declared by the Government, by notification in the official gazette, to be a local 
area for the purposes of this Ordinance. 


(C) Managing committee meens a primary school managing committee constituted 
under this Ordinance. [as published] 


(D) Prescribed means prescribed by rules made under this Ordinance. 


(E) Primary school means a primary school established or maintained by the Govern- 
ment. 


3. Local Education Authorities (1) there shall be a local education authority for 
each local area. 


(2) The Sub-divisional Officer having jurisdiction in the local area ex-officio 
who shall also be its Chairman. 


(B) The Chairman of the thana development committees in the local area ex-officio. 
(C) The chairmen of the pourashavas in the local area ex-officio. 


(D) The Assistant Engineer of the primary education development projects having 
jurisdiction inthe local area ex-officio. 


(E) The Primary education officer having jurisdiction in the local area, ex-officio 
who shall also be its Secretary. 








(F) one Thana Education Officer of the local area to be nominated by the Govern- 
ment, [ase published] 


(G) One person interested in education to be nominated by the Government from each 
thana in the local area, 


(H) One teacher of a primary school to be elected in the prescribed manner by the 
teachers of primary schools in each thana in the local area. 


(1) One Gram Prodhan of Swanirvar Gram Sarker to be elected in the prescribed 
manner by the Gram Prodhans of each thana in the local area. 


(J) One woman member from each thana to be nominated by the Government, 


Provided that where a municipality is declared to be a local area the authority 

shall also consist of such number of commissioners of the Pourashava to be elected 
in the prescribed manner by the pourashavas may be fixed by the Government and the 
persons mentioned in the clauses (B) and (1) shall not be members of such authority. 


(3) Each authority shall elect from among its members a Vice-Chairman in such 
manner as its Chairman may direct. 


(4) The Secretary of an authority shall be its Chief Executive Officer. 


(5) A membe. of an authority, other than an ex-officio member, shall hold office 
for a term of four years. 


(4) Executive committees (1) There shall be an Executive Committee for each 
authority (2) An executive committee shall consist of the following members, 
namely, (a) The Chairman of the authority who shall also be its Chairman, (b) 
The Secretary of the authority, who shall also be its Secretary, (c) The member 
of the authority mentioned in Section 3 (2) (d). [as published] (d One 
authority from among the members mentioned in Section 3 (2) (b). (e. One member 
to be elected by the authority from among the members mentioned in Section 3 (2) 
(g) (f£. One member to be elected by the authority from among the members men- 
tioned in Section 3((2) (h). (g. One member to be elected by the authority from 
among the members mentioned in Section 3 (25) (i). 


[18 Feb 81, p 3) 


[Text] Following is the remaining part of the text of the Primary Education 
Ordinance 1981 promulgated by the President on Saturday and partly reported on 
Monday 


(3) The election of the members under Clauses (d) (e) (f) and (g) of sub-section 
(2) shall be held in such a manner as the chairman of the authority may direct. 

(4) The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee shall be laid before 

the authority for information at its meeting next following the meeting of the com- 
mittee. (5) Subject to the general or special directions of the authority, the 
Executive Committee may deal with any matter with in the competence of the author- 
ity. [as published] 
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5. Meeting: 1) No business of an authority or of an Executive Committee shall 
be transacted except at a meeting at which a quorum of 15 members in the case of 
the authority and three members in the case of the Executive Committee is present. 
(2) the meetings of the authority or of the Executive Committee shall be held at 
such times and places as may be determined by its secretary in consultation with 
its chairman, (3) all meetings of the authority or of the Executive Committee 
shall be presided over by its Chairman, or in the absence of the Chairman. 


(a) by its Vice-Chairman, in the case of the authority and (b) by a member 
authorised by the Chairman, in the case of the Executive Committee. (4) at the 
meetings of the authority or of the Executive Committee each member shall have one 
vote and, in the event of equality of votes, the person presiding shall have a 
second or casting vote. (5) no act or proceedings of the authority or of the 
Executive Committees shall be invalid merely on the ground of existence of any 
vacancy in, or any defect in the constitution of the authority or of the commit- 
tee, as the case may be. 





6. Functions of authorities--(1) Subject to rules made, and directions issued, 
by the government in this behalf, each authority shall:--(a) appoint teachers for 
primary schools, and post, promote, transfer and control them and take disciplinary 
actions against them (b) prepare development schemes and submit them to the 
government for approval and execute them after such approval, (c) supervise the 
functioning of primary schools, (d) prepare annual budget and submit it to the 
government for approval, (e) establish primary schools with the prior approval 

of the government, (f) maintain primary school premises and provide them with all 
necessary facilities, (g) regulate the work of primary school teachers, (h) 
conduct primary school final examinations and award certificates, (i) award 
scholarships. 


7. Powers of Government: (1) the Government shall a) formulate overall policy 
relating to primary education, b) prescribe curriculum and syllabi for primary 
education and standard of education and examination for primary school students, 
c) approve text books for primary education, d) determine by rules the methods of 
recruitment of primary school teachers and the terms and conditions of their 
service, (e) provide funds for allayments that shall have to be made to primary 
school teachers as pay-allowances, pension, gratuity and other benefits in accor- 
dance with the terms and conditions of their service, f) sanction primary schools 
and posts of primary school teachers, g) provide funds for establishment main- 
tenance and development of primary schools. 


2) The government may transfer a primary school teacher from one local area to 
another local area. 


8. Funds of authorities (1) each authority shall have its own funds which shall 
comprise (a) funds provided by the government under Section 7, b) donations and 
endowments, c) receipts from such other sources as may be approved by the govern- 
ment. 2) the fund of an authority shall be administered in such manner as the 
government may direct. 3) the secretary of an authority shall be the drawing 

and disbursing officer in respect of the funds provided by the government for pay- 
ment to the primary school teachers, 


9. Audit and accounts: (1) each authority shall maintain its accounts in such 
manner as the government may direct. 2) the accounts of the authority shall be 
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audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General in such manner as he deema fit, 

3) the Comptroller and Auditor-General shall os soon as possible afcer the com- 
pletion of the audit, send to the authority his audit report and the authority 

shall forward it, with its comments thereon to the government. 


10. Delegation of Powers each authority may, by general or special order delegate 
to ite Chairman or Secretary any of ite functions subject to such conditions as 
is may think fit to impose. [as published] 


ll. Power to issue directions, the government may from time to time issue to an 
authrority such directions and orders as it may consider necessary for earning out 
the purposes of this ordinance and the authority shall follow and carry out such 
directions and orders. [as published] 


12. Conditions of service of certain teachers: notwithstanding anything contain 
in any other law for the time being in force or in any term or condition of 
service, all persons who have been serving as teachers or employees of a primary 
school immediately before the commencement of this Ordinance shall, on such 
commencement serve under an authority within whose jurisdiction the school is 
situated on the same terms and conditions as were applicable to them immediately 
before such commencement. [as published] 


13. primary school Managing Committees (1) there shall be a managing committee 
for each primary school. (2) a managing committee shall consist of (a) the Gram 
Prodhan of Swanirvar Gram Sarker of the area where the school is situated ex 
officio, (b) the head teacher of the school ex-officio who shall also be its 
secretary (c) two persons interested in education to be nominated by the Thana 
Education Officer (d) one donor to be nominated by the Thana Education Officer 
(e) one benefactor to be nominated by the Thana Education Officer, (f) one lady 
member of the Gram Sarker to be nominated by the Thana Education Officer (g) 

one representative of the teachers of the school to be elected from among them- 
selves (h) four representatives of the parents and guardians of the students of 
the school to be elected from among themselves. (3) the members mentioned in 
clauses (g) and (h) Sub-Section (2) shall be elected in such manner as the Thana 
Education Officer may direct. (4) managing committee shall elect from among its 
members a chairman in such manner as the Thana Education Officer may direct. 

(5) functions of managing committees subject to the directions issued by the 
authority concerned, a managing committee shall (a) manage the affairs of the 
school (b) supervise the functioning of the school (c) execute the development 
schemes in respect of the school if so required by the authority concerned (d) 
ensure regular attendance of students and teachers. 


15. power to make rules the government may, by notification in the official 


gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this ordinance. [as pub- 
lished ] 


cso: 4220 
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PRES LDENT ZIA SPEAKS AT DINNER FOR WALDHEIM 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Feb 61 p 1 


President Ziaur Rahman said on Monday that the current visit of the U.N. Secretary 
General Dr, Kurt Waldheim, symbolised the continuing interest of the United Nations 
syetem in the welfare and economic progress of the people of Bangladesh, reports 
ass. 


Spesking at a dianer hosted by him and Begum Ziaur Rahman in honour of the Secre- 
tary General and Madame Waldheim in Bangabhaban, the President deeply appreciated 
the help being received by Bangladesh in many fields from the UN agencies in 
nation building ef forte. 





President Zia assured the Secretary-General of Bangladesh's unflinching and total 
commitment to the United Nations Charter. As an internationally concerned nation, 
he said, Bangladesh will alwaye play ite proper role in international affaires be 
it in the field of maintenance of global peace or in the promotion of economic 
cooperation and development. 


The President recalled hie own visit to New York last year to address the Special 
Session of the General Assembly and said: “I still cherish the memories of the ware 
reception and generous hospitality extended to us during the visit.” 


President Zia paid personal tributes to Mr, Waldheim and said that he (the Secretary 
General) had earned the respect of the entire international community by his 
dedication to the cause of world peace and progress. “Your concern for the problems 
faced by the developing nations, in particular the least developed among them, has 
earned you the appreciation and admiration of the people of the Third World,” he 
observer, [as published] 


Replying to the toast Dr Waldheim spoke of the grave danger and conflict through 
which the world today is passing and said in such « situation “we in the United 
Nations feel that we need total support of the member governments”. Referring 

to hie current visit to Dacca the Secretary-General said the difference that he saw 
since his last visit to Bangaidesh in 1973 was to say the least remarkable. He 
congratulated President Zia and the Government and people of Bangladesh for the 
successes and achievements made in the nation-building efforts. He said that they 
in the United Nations were proud to help Bangladesh in its efforts. 








Dr Waldheim appreciated the ‘ull support extended by Bangladesh to the United 
Nations and thanked the Government for the suspert te the world bedy, 


The dinner was attended among others by Cabinet Ministers and mewbera of diplo- 
matic corpse in Dacca, 


C80: 4220 


35 














BANGLADESH 


PARTLAL TEXT OF JOURNALISTS' UNION RESOLUTIONS 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 15, 16 Feb 81 
(15 Feb 81, p 12] 


[Text |! The Dacca Union of Journalists adopted the following resolutions unani- 
mously at ite seventh annual general meeting which ended in Dacca recently, 
reports 855. 


The meeting resolved that the freedom of expression and the protection of the right 
to gather information were part of journaliem and journalists’ code of ethics. 

The journalist community has been fighting for long to safeguard the rights of 
varied opinions under a multi-party democratic system and ensure freedom of 
journaliem and expression. 


The meeting noted that conepiracies of the vested interests black laws, group 
interests of private owners government ownership, management board bureaucratic 
interference, written and unwritten press briefings, threats by various pressure 
groupe stood as great impediments in the way of protecting those rights. 


The meeting has observed that although at different times the people within and 
outeide the establishment speak of the freedom of expression in fact the reverse 
is happening. It is only the journalists who have been fighthing reletlessly and 
uncompromisingly to establisntnese rights it noted. [as published] 


for that reason the seventh Annual General Meeting of the Dacca Union of Journal- 
iste has given much importance to the questions of journalism and freedom of 
expression. 


The DUJ called upon all working journalists to become more conscious and united 
to realise this freedom and urged all concerned quarters to materialise their 


promises. 


The meeting demanded of the authorities concerned to repeal all black laws including 
Press and Publications Act and Special Powers Act which are standing in the way of 
freedom of newspapers and newsmen. 


[16 Feb 81, p 12) 


[Text] Following is the remaining part of the annual general meeting report of 
the Dacca Union of Journalists partly reported on Sunday. 
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The meeting has noted with great concern that Disturbed Area Bill hase been intro- 
duced in Parliament to wipe out the last vestige of democracy from the country, 
There is no precedent of such a Bill being proposed in Parliament of an independent 
country of the civilised world, The move to get through with such a Bill in 
Parliament is a naked bid to cling to power, 


If the Bill is passed a Sub-Inepector of Police, an Ansar Adjutant or a Havildar 
of the army will be able to kill any person in the so-called disturbed area. No 
appeal could be made against this in any court of law. Any news or newepapers 
can be gagged with this law. 


The meeting is of the view that no person of a civilised nation having faith in 
democratic values can accept this law. The journalist community believes in the 
freedom of all parties and opinions. They are not ready to tolerate any impedi- 
ment in the way of freedom of expression. 


The meeting demanded of the authorities concerned to immediately withdraw the anti- 
people Disturbed Area Bill designed to rob individuals and groupe of their liberty 
and freedom of expression. The meeting called for united movement againet this 
bill. 


The meeting has expressed concern at the fact that although the condemned black 
Ordinance has been repealed but the Newspaper Management Board created out of this 
ordinance is still very much in existence. Moreover, this organisation is creating 
new bureaucratic complications every day in the functioning of the newspapers under 
the Management Board and their freedom of expression. There has been crisis in 
the government managed newspapers due to the activities and wron, policies of this 
board thrust from above. 





This meeting of DUJ thinks that extreme chaos is prevailing in the newspaper 
industry. The government has no definite policy about the industry. As a result 
the newspapers are being used in certain cases as Toole for fulfilling the whims 
of the private owners. 


The Dacca Union of Journalists has time and again demanded formation of a Press 
commission to put an end to this undesirables situation. [as published] Long 
discussion has been held with the concerned authorities under the leadership of 
Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalists in this connection but Press commission has 
not yet been formed. Consequently proper evaluation of the journalists, newspapers 
and newspaper industry has not been possible. The present government is helping to 
perpetuate the deadlock in the newspaper industry for delaying the formation of a 
Press commission. 


The meeting strongly condemns the attitude of the government and demands formation 
of the Press commission immediately as has been promised. 


The meeting has noted with great indignation that there has not been any equitable 
distribution of the advertisements given to the newspapers. The government is using 
the distribution system as a tool to create disparity in newspaper industry and as 
retarding the development and freedom of this industry as it controls the bulk of 
the advertisement given to newspapers. There is no end of disparity in destribu- 
tion of advertisement inspite of promises given by the government. [as published] 
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Moreover, the situation is being further complicated by imposing tax on govern- 
went advertisement, 


The meeting demanded of the authorities concerned to take an equitable distribu- 
tion system of advertisement and materialise that immediately, 


C80: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


PRESS AGENCY INTERVIEW MUJIB'S DAUGHTER IN DELHI 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 25 Feb 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb. 24:--Sheikh Hasina says she finds no reason whatsoever to 
rejoice on her unanimous election as the Chairman of the Bangladesh Awami League. 


"The tragic events of Auguet 15, 1975 left me stunned over the political develop- 
ments in our country", said 33-year-old bespectached Hasina in an interview with 
BSS here Thureday. [ae published) 


“Politics is in my blood--I have been in the midet of a hectic political atmo- 
sphere since my birth--but I never ourtured any desire for political responsi- 
bility”, she added. 


Mre. Hasina, mother of two and wife of a nuclear physicist, said she accepted the 
new responsibility in the prevailing political situation in the country because 
"1 deem it is an opportunity to contribute to realising the dream of our people, 
a Sonar Bangla.” 


Asked how she looked at the opportunity to lead the largest Opposition Party 
which had spearheaded the Liberation Movement, Mrs. Hasina said, "frankly, the 
elements of emotion no longer work in me", 


Pointing to her younger sister Rehana, who is here on a trip from London, the 
newly-elected President of the Awami League with her moist eyes said, “we have 
no feelings--we cannot rejoice anything since the killing of my father and family 
members six years ago.” 


Hasina is keen to return home but much depend on the situation and conditions. 
[as published] “I am eager to go back--away from the country for a long time", 
she said. 


Hasina prefers not to talk on party policy matters at the moment even in her 
capacity as the Chairman of the Presidium. 


She described the changes in the party constitution envisaging a Presidium as 
“constructive” and said, “I must consult the Presidium before speaking on impor- 
tant subjects”. 


However, she feels Bangladesh should have good relations with al! countries with 
malice to none as enunciated by her late father. “Ours is a small and poor 
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nation”, she said, Indo-Bangladesh relations should be very friendly, she 
added, 


During the long conversation, Hasina was busy in receiving telephone calls mostly 
from Dacea, congratulating her on her election, 


"Really I don't want this since I am simple worker for the nation--as I was a 
Student League worker in my college and University days", she said recalling her 
old days, 


When asked if she was expecting her election as AL Chief, Hasina said, “not 
exactly, I was a little surprised when informed of it by U.K. Awami League 
chief, Mr. Mohibur Rahman, from London.” She described her election as an expres- 
sion of honour and affection for Bangabandhu. 


"We are trained to live under trying condition", asserted simple natured Hasina 
sitting in her modestly-furnished three-roomed flat. 


A family photograph, a poster demanding the “trial of murderers of Bangabandhu", 
and a photo of the Holy Kaba provide the backdrop in her drawing room. 


She reiterated the demand that "killers of my father must be punished--they are 
self-confessed murderers". 


Hasina with her family has been living here since 1975 while Rehana's lives in 
London. 


Patting Rehana's six-month-old son, who has been named "“Mujib" after her slain 
father, Hasina said, “we have nothing to lose as we have lost all--everything”. 


CSO: 4220 
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JSSS EXECUTIVE FORMS NATIONAL PREPARATORY COUNCIL 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 Feb 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] A 13=-member National Preparatory Committee was formed on Sunday at a meeting 
of the National Executive Council of Bangladesh Jatiyotabadi Samajik Sangskritic 
Sangeetha in connection with the national conference of the Sangstha to be held in 
Dacca on May 9-10 according to a Press release reports BSS. 


Mr. Al Mahmud President of the sangstha presided over the meeting. 

The National Preparatory Committee will be headed by Mr. Imdadul Huq Dulal. 

The committee comprises Mr. Shawkat Osman Member Secretary Messers Al Mahmud 
(ex-officio) Rezabudowla Chowdhury (ex offico) Reazaul Karim Talukder, Shafi Kama! 
Burhan Ahmed Wasimu! Bari Nur Mohammad Nur Yakub Chowdhury A Salauddin Maruf 
Hossian Khokan and Chowdhury Mohammad Faruk members. [as publ ished] 


Discussion Meet 


Meanwhile the Dacca Metropolitan City branch of Bangladesh Jatiotabadi Samajik 
Sangeskritic Sangstha on Sunday held a discussion meeting and a musical session at 
Victoria Park in connection with Ekushe February. 


Mr Nurul Islam convener of the city branch of the Sangstha presided over the meet- 
ing. 


Speakers at the meeting called upon the people to build a propsperous Bangladesh 
under the leadership of President Ziaur Rahman having been inspired by the ideals 
of Ekushe February. 


The Sangstha wiil hold its next discussion meeting at Farm Gate on February 17 
at 4 p.m. 
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BANGLADESH 


OFFICLAL ASKS DEVELOPMENT OF OCCULT SCIENCES 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 Feb 81 p 12 
[Text] The State Minister for Manpower Development and Social Welfare, Mr. 


Atauddin Khan called upon the astrologers to develop occult and astrology as a 
social science and utilise them for welfare of human being, says a PID handout. 





The State Minister was speaking as cheif guest after inauguration of the National 
College of Occult and Astrology at Nazrul Academy in Dacca on Sunday. [as pub- 
lished] 


Mr. Khan urged the astrologers to workout a unified policy for development of 
astrology and ensure professional honesty in discharging their responsibilities. 
He said number of mushromm organisations had grown up and very few of them proved 
their worth to serve the cause of the people. He said that everyone had a right 
to serve his people in different form and style but none had the liberty to cheat 
people in the name of social service. 


Preeided over by Mr. Sanaullah Noori, a aenowned journalist and Editor of the DAILY 
DESH, the inaugural function was addressed, among others, by Prof. Abdus Salam 
Deputy Minister for Home Affairs, Mr. T. Ahmed, Principal, National College of 
Occult and Astrology and Mohammad Anisul Haque General Secretary, Bangladesh 
Astrological Society. [as published] 


Speaking as special guest on the occasion, Prof Abdus Salam encouraged the 
astrologers to develop astrology as a social science and contribute their best 
for the social and economic prosperity of the country. 


Mr. Sanaullah Noori, in his presidential address highlighted the achievements of 
astrologers in the past and pin pointed their contributions to the modern science 
and technology. He, however, hoped that Bangladeshi astrologers would also come 
up as an asset to social and economic development of the country. 
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BANGLADESH 


BNP OFFICIALS SUGGEST BENGALI BE USED ABROAD 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Feb 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Speakers at a discussion meeting at the central office of Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) suggested use of Bengali language as medium of communica- 
tions by all delegations sent abroad, reports BSS. 


Organised by the Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Sechhaseva Sangathan on the first day of 
the party's week-long programme in observance of the Ekushey February on Sunday 
the meeting in a resolution also demanded introduction and use of Bengali language 
in all levels of administration. 


Presided over by Kazi Siraj Convener of the Sangathan, the meeting was participated 
by Kazi Golam Mahbub, Vice Chairman, BNP Mr Zulmat Ali Khan Joint Secretary Genera! 
BNP Mr. Rafiqul Islam Miah Publicity Secretary BNP Mrs. Taslima Abed Minister of 
State for Women Affairs, Mrs Jahanara Begum Mre Sahara Majid, Mr Golam Mohiuddin 
Khan Mr. Ali Akbar ABM Shah Alam and Sheikh Shawkat Hossain Nilu. 


In his speech, Kazi Golam Mahbub observed that the youth of the country must know 
the history of our national struggle which was essential for drawing inspiration 
to carry the nation forward. Eksuhey February had made immense contribution to our 
struggle for independence, he added. [as published] 


Mr Zulmat Ali Khan said that the BNP could be proud of the fact that there was a 
unique association of direct participants in the historic language movement in the 
party. 


The meeting in another resolution also urged for full scale introduction of 
Bengali in commercial organisation including shops and establishments. 
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BANGLADESH 


NEW LSSUE OF DEVELOPMENT BONDS ANNOUNCED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 24 Feb 81 p 1 


{Text} The Government has issued with immediate effect five-year Wage Earner 
Development Bonds in the denomination of Taka 1000, Taka 5,000 and Taka 10,000 
to provide investment opportunity to wage-earners serving abroad reports BSS. 


A Bangladesh Bank Press release on Monday said the bonds bearing interest at 16 
per cent payable half yearly, would be encashable, in special circumstances, after 
two years of purchase. Interest may be drawn half yearly at the option of the 
ho'der of the bonds. 


The Press relase said: with a view to providing high-yielding investment oppor- 
tunity to the wage-earners serving abroad as also to the beneficiaries of the 
wage-earners' remittances from abroad, the Government of the People's Republic 
of Bangladesh is pleased to issue, with immediate effect, the 5-year Wage Earner 
Development Bonds in the denomination of Tk 1,000 Tk. 5,000 and Tk 10,000 
encashable in special circumstances after two years of purchase bearing interest 
at 16 per cent payable half yearly. [as published] 


However benefit of compound rate of interest is allowed on undrawn half yearly 
interest in which case the interest amount works out to 23 per cent at simple 
rate, 


The amount of interest shall be tax-free and the same shall not be added to the 
total income. The amount invested in the bond shall also be eligible for income 
tax rebate subject to limit of investment allowance under the Income Tax Act. 
Besides there is a provision of death risk benefit ranging from 30 per cent to 

50 per cent of the aggregate investment upto Tk. 2,50,000 starting from the initial 
investment of at least Tk. 25,000 in the first instance. 


The bonds are available for purchase at the home branches of the scheduled banks 
holding F.C. account of the wage earners as also at foreign branches of the 
Bangladeshi scheduled banks functioning abroad. 


The scheme shall remain open until further orders of the Government to the contrary. 
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BANGLADESH 


ARRIVAL, ACTIVITIES OF SOVIET DELEGATION TOLD 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 19 Feb 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The Soviet Union will increase purchases of manufactured goods from 
Bangladesh in 1981, Soviet Deputy Foreign Trade Minister Mr I. T. Grishin said 
in Dacca on Wednesday. 


He told BSS on arrival in Dacca on a two-day visit to sign the 10th bilateral 
barter trade protocol with Bangladesh that the new commodities would be jute 
carpets, metal cutleries, detergents and soaps. 


Mr Grishin, who is leading a 10-member official trade delegation, said that he would 
also discuss possibilities of increasing volume of two-way trade as well as 
expansion of commodity range. 


The Soviet Minister said that the two countries had already established "tradi- 
tional" trade relations and that he looked forward for talks with Bangladesh 
officials on the possibilities of expansion of two-way trade in the context of 
the new five-year economic development plan of his country. 


He also expressed the hope that the new barter protocol! would be concluded in the 
traditional spirit of friendly and mutual understanding in the mutual interests. 


On arrival at the airport, Mr Grishin was received by Foreign Trade Secretary 
Syed Amir Khasru who will lead Bangladesh side in the formal talks beginning today 
(Thursday). The barter protocol is likely to be signed on Friday morning. 
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BANGLADESH 


CANADIAN DELEGATION HEAD TALKS TO DACCA PRESS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 25 Feb 81 p 1 


[Text] Canada will make major contribut/on to the agricltural and rural develop- 
ment sectors to help Bangladesh attain self-sufficiency in food. 


This was disclosed on Tuesday at a Press conference by the leader of the five- 
member Canadian Parliamentarian Task Force on North-Sounth relations, Mr. Maurice 
Dupras, M.P. [as published] 


The member of the Canadian Parliament said that his country was ready to give 

both technical and financial assistance in exploration of natural gas in 
Bangladesh, he observed that Bangladesh has a very rich reserve of natural gas and 
exploration and planned use of this resource would help Bangladesh meet her 

energy requirement. [as published] He said that Petro Canada had been spending 
25 million dollars a year in energy sector in the developing countries. He 

hoped that Petro Canada would be able to help Bangladesh in the energy sector. 


The leader of the Canadian Parliamenty Task Force who will leave for home today 
(Wednesday) after a five-day visit to Bangladesh would report to the Canadian 
Parliament their impressions on the development progress in Bangladesh. He 

said that he and other members of his team visited different parts of the country 
and were impressed with the progress in agricultural sector in Bangladesh. He 
said that he was happy to see that crop yield in Bangladesh had increased and 

"I see a bright future of your country", he added. 


Mr. Maurice Dupras stressed the need for increased flow of aid from the indus- 
trialised countries to the developing countries. He called upon the industri- 
alised countries to realise the importance of sharing the resources with the 
Least Developed Countries. 


Ir reply to a question, he said that the forthcoming mini summit on North- 
Sounth dialogue to be held in Ottawa in July would be successful. [as published] 
To another question, he said that he did not think that the United States would 
cut its aid programme to developing countries. 


The Canadian MP emphasised the need for creating public awareness in both indus- 
trialised and developng countries of the importance of the North-South relations. 
[as published] 


During their stay in Bangladesh they called on President Ziaur Rahman, Speaker 
Mirza Golam Hafiz, Foreign Minister Professor Shamsul Huq, Finance Minister 
Saifur Rahman, Agriculture Minister Nurul] Islam and other leaders of the 
Government. 
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BANGLADESH 


BANGLADESH-PRC FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Feb 81 p 12 


[Text] The first meeting of the newly elected Executive Council of the Bangladesh 
China Friendship Society was held on Saturday at its office with Speaker Mirza 
Golam Hafiz President of the Society in the chair. 


The meeting was addressed by former President of the society the elderly politi- 
cian, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, Mr. Mohammad Toaha, Mr. Abdus Samad, Dr. T. Ali 
Mr. Gias Kamal Chowdhury Mr. Abdul Matin and Mr. Nazmul Huq Nannu. 


The meeting elected six members to the Executive Committee. It also formed the 
Publication and Cultural Sub-committees. 


Mr. Abdul Matin and Mr. Sharif Haroon were elected Chairman and Convener respec- 
tively of the Publication Sub-committee. The thirteen-member Publication Sub 
committee included among others, Mr. Elahi Newaz Shaju, Mrs Hasina Ashraf Mrs 
Farida Begum Mr. Tofael Ahmed Maya and Mr. Abdul Jalil. 


Dr Halima Khatun and Rita Rahman were elected Chairman and Convener respectively 
of the Cultural Sub-committee. 


The meeting called for cementing friendship between Bangladesh and China more and 
more and adopted some programmes. It also decided to publish a journal of the 
society. 
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BANGLADESH 


PORMATION OF NEW TRADE UNION FEDERATION ANNOUNCED 
Dacca THE BANCLADESH TIMES in English 17 Feb 81 p 3 


|Text| Jatiya Sramik Federation, Bangla Sramik Federation, Bangladesh Majdoor 
League and a faction of Bangladesh Trade Union Sangha on Sunday merged into a 
single organisation etyled ase ‘Bangladesh Workers Federation’, reports ENA. 


It is understood that the Bangladesh Workers Federation is the labour front of the 
Ganatantrik Party. 


A 75 member central organising committee of the new federation with Mr Sirajul 
Hossain Khan, 4 member of the standing committee of Ganontantrik Party as its 
president was announced on Sunday at a conference held at the Dacca District 
Sports Association on Sunday. 


inaugurating the conference Haji Mohammad Danesh called upon the workers to buiid 
up unity with the peasants and wage ‘united struggle to establish ‘Krishak- 
Sramik Raj’ in the country. [as published) 


In his epeech, Mr Sirajul Hossain Khan said that the rule of the people would not 
be established until a patriotic democratic government was formed in the country 
by replacing the present regime. 


Chairman of Ganatantrik Party, Nurul Huda Mirza, Chairman of Samoyabadi Dal 
Mohammad Toaha, Joint Convener Jatiyo Krishak Oikya Sammealan also spoke briefly 
of the occasion wishing success of the conference. [as published] 





BANGLADESH 


AMOUNT OF INDIAN AID OVER PAST 8 YEARS TOLD 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 18 Feb 61 p 8 


[Text] India committed aid and grants amounting to 326.7 million dollars between 
December 17, 1972 and June 30, 1980 to Bangladesh. Of this about 29 million dol- 
lare was in pipeline on June 30, according to flow of external resources into 
Bangladesh. 


Total aid commitment Bangladesh received during that period was 9221.2 million 
dollars of which 2628.1 million dollars were in pipeline. 


Of the total Indian offer, an amount of 185.5 million dollars was in grant, all 
of which were given between 1972 and 1975, 


However, outstanding debt with India remained at 72,551 million dollar of which 
16,767 million dollars were yet to be disbursed. 


India provided food aid worth 113.3 million dollar--all in grant and fully dis- 
bursed. It gave 129.2 million dollars in commodity aid. Of this about 10 million 
dollare remained to be disbursed. There was 4 grant element of 69,725 million 
dollare under this head. In the project aid, the assistance did not move much. 


These aid include 17 loan agreements amounting to 1656.5 million rupees. [as 
published] Only four loans amounting to 269.2 million rupees were contracted 
after 1975 and all were on hard terms. There were six other loans to pay for the 
import of 500,000 tons of crude, technical credit to meet the imbalance and four 
industrial development Bank of India credit amounting to 429.2 million dollars 
signed between May 1972 and June 1975 which were taken on hard terms. 


Government, however, paid back the loan of rupees 80 million dollars for crude 
oil import and 49.2 million rupees for technical aid (for trade imbalance) before 
the schedule. 
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BANGLADESH 


BNP SECRETARY GENERAL WARNS AGAINST ‘FOREIGN AGENTS ' 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 20 Feb 81 p 1 


[Text] The Secretary-General of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) Prof. 
Badruddogza Chowdhury on Thursday night,said that ‘some foreign agents’ are engaged 
in a conspiracy to sell out national independence and sovereignty, reports ENA. 


He told a rally at Central Shaheed Minar organised by the city Unit of BNP as a 
part of ite three-day programme to observe Ekushey February that ‘at any cost we 
will foil their conspiracy and safeguard the independence we have achieved.' 


Presided over by Chief Whip and President of the City BNP Abul Hasnat, the rally 
was also addressed by Deputy Prime Minster S. A. Bari A.T. and Civil Aviation 
and Tourism Minister K. M. Obaidur Rahman, 


Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman Information and Broadcasting Minister Shamsul 
Huda Chowdhury Railway Minister Abdul Alim and Deputy Minister for Relief and 
Rehabilitation Jafar Imam were present at the rally. 


Prof. Badrudoza Chowdhury said that the Ekushey February in 1952 is the first day 
when an awareness of democracy independence and sovereignty began to grow among 
the people. 


The BNP Secretary-General said that President Ziaur Rahman is the first man to 
deciare the war of independence. So, he added President Zia is the "fittest man’ 
to show respect first to the martyrs of the great Language Movement which cul- 
minated in the Liberation War. 


S. A. Bari said, "We have to safeguard independence and sovereignty upholding the 
spirit of nationalism which got its root in the masses on Ekushey February of 1952". 


K. M. Obaidur Rahman told the rally that the struggle of independence virtually 
began from Ekushey February in 1952. He regretted that those who now what to 
create confusion centering Ekushey February have no respect for martyrs of 
Language Movement. [as published] 


in his presidential speech, Abul Hasnat said the best way to pay tribute to the 
martyrs is to take a vow to protect country's independence and sovereignty holding 
high the spirit of democracy. 











Rarlier in the Thuraday evening, 4 torch procession was brought out by the city 
Unit of BNP which dispersed at Shaheed Minar, The procession wae led by Prime 
Minister Shah Agigur Rahman BNP Secretary General Prof, Badruddoga Chowdhury, 
Deputy Prime Minister §. A. Bari A, T. Information Minister Shameul Huda 
Chowdhury Civil Aviation Minister K, M, Obaidur Rahman Railway Minister Abdul 
Alim, Chief Whip Abul Hasnat, Deputy Minister for Relief and Rehabilitation 
Jafar Imam and other BNP leaders, 
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SOVLET DELEGATION TALKS WITH DACCA OFFICIALS 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 20 Feb 61 p 12 


[Text] Bangladesh and the Soviet Union on Thursday opened formal trade talks for 
conclusion of the 10th bilateral annual berter protocol between the two countries 
reports BSS. 





The visiting Seviet Deputy Foreign Trade Minister I. T. Grishin and Bangladesh 
Foreign Trade Secretary Syed Amir Khasru were leading the talke on behalf of their 
respective governments, Mr. Grishin arrived in Dacca on Wednesday night on 4 two- 
day visit to sign the barter which is likely to be signed today (Friday). 


Thureday's talke covered a review of progress of the implementation of existing 
barter protocol which provided for exchange of goods worth 17 million pound 
sterling each way up to March 1981. An official spokesman told newamen that the 
two sides also exchanged ideas on the import requirements and export possibilities 
on their respective sides. 


Earlier on Thureday, the Soviet Minister who is leading a 10-member official trade 
delegation called on Minister of State for Commerce Mr C. T. A. Siddiky at his 
office in the morning. 


During the meeting Mr Grishin conveyed to Mr Siddiky the greetings from Soviet 
Foreign Trade Minieter Mr. Patolichev and said that his government was very keen to 
increase the volume of trade with Bangladesh. The Soviet Minister alse showed 
interest to import new commodities such as jute carpets cutleries rubber belting 
soaps and detergents from Bangladesh beyond the scope of barter protocol. 


The State Minister for Commerce pointed out that there was yet considerable scope 
for development and diversification of bilateral trade and emphasised for identi- 
fication of the new areas of cooperation. He aleo briefed the Soviet Minister on 
the government's steps for acclerated export earnings under the Second Five Year 

Plan. [fas published] 


The two Ministers also exchanged ideas on possible areas of Soviet purchases from 
Bangladesh by free convertible currencies beyond the scope of barter and in repay- 
ment of credits. Mr. Crishin also held a meeting with his counterpart Mr. S&S. A. 
Khasru at his office. 
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BANGLADESH 


PRESS COUNCIL JUDGMENT TELLS NEWSMEN'S OBLIGATIONS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 21 Feb 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Following is the text of judgement delivered by the Press Council in two 
cases filed by Mr Rayeguddin Pashari against DAINIK BANGLA and ITTEFAO: 


"In DAINIK BANGLA dated 9th August 1980 a report was published to the effect (1) 
that complainant Rayezuddin Pashari, according to the confession of some accom- 
plices, wae the leader of a smuggling party and was the owner of the trawler in 
which 21 deer caught in Sundarbans, had been loaded for the purpose of smugge) ing 
and (2) that the complainant had suffered imprisonment for ten or twelve times and 
that he had married a woman at Hasanabad, West Bengal for facilitating his semug- 
gling business. 


"In daily ITTEFAQ dated 11.8.80 a news was published to the effect that a trawler 
with 21 deer was detained in Betbunia Char and brought to Pirojpur and handed over 
to police. These animals were illegally caught from Sunderbans for being smuggled 
out. The dotained persons stated that Raiyezuddin of Parerhat was the leader of 
the gang involved in illegal deer hunting and smuggling; perhaps Raezuddin has 
been doing thie business for a long time. [as published] 


"We are considering the first part of the report in DAINIK BANGLA and the full 
report in ITTEFAQ together for convenience and avoidance of repetition. 


“Rayezuddin Pashari complains that these reports in DAINIK BANGLA and ITTEFAO 

are falee and malicious and that his image as 4 businessman has been tarnished by 
these false and malicious reports. He further submits that to the best of his 
knowledge no cases against him are pending in any Court of law. He wants justice 
from the Press Council. 


"The opposite parties (Editors and reporters of DAINIK BANGLA and ITTEFAQ) appear 
and submit certified copies of statements and judicial confessions of a number of 
persons recorded by a magistrate first class, indicating the deep involvement of 
complainant Rayezuddin in the smuggling of deer from Sundarban by his trawler. 
They have also submitted copies of the charge-sheet of the police in which the 
complainant is an accused. The complainant who was saked to submit rejoinder 
states that the confessions are not reliable and the chargesheet is engineered by 
his enemies. [as published] 
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"Now the point for determination ie if the reporters and editors have, by publishing 
the reports, committed any breach of journalistic ethics, 


"These two cases filed before the Press Council by Rayeguddin relate to defamation 
in the sense that the complainant alleges in both of them publication of malicious 
news and views injuring his reputation in bad faith intending to harm him, The 
Allegations attract the peril of section 499 of the Penal Code, The offence is 
punishable under section 500 of the Penal Code. The offence of the editor is 
punishable under section 501 of the Code. 


"Section 12 of the Press Council Act enables the Press Council to deal with cases 
relating to breach of the etandard of journalistic ethics and public taste or pro- 
fessional misconduct, 





"lt appears that the Preas Council has a concurrent jurisdiction in respect of 
cases of defamation with the courts of the country subject to this limitation that 
the courte when in session of a case oust jurisdiction of the Press Council. It 
should however be noted that there could be cases which do not fall within the 
definition of defamation but are definitely of a category involving journalistic 
code of ethics. In these cases, the Press Council and not the court has juris- 
diction of enquiry, 


"tt should be noted that what we are enquiring in these two proceedings brought by 
complainant Rayezuddin Pashari againet DAINIK BANGLA and ITTEFAQ are the journalis- 
tic qualities of the reports and not the allegation of smuggling. The reports 
reveal what the alleged gang-members stated before the magistrate without 

touching the merit of the allegation. The Court will oxamine if complainant 
Rayezuddin Pashari had committed smuggling or any other offence whereas the Council 
is enquiring if the reporters and editors have, by publishing the reports traversed 
beyond the area of their ethics. [as published] 


"The duty of the Press Council is to maintain a balance in respect of reports 

and comments between the journalist's right, which is enshrined in Article 39 of 
the Constitution of Bangladesh relating to freedom of Press, and the individual's 
right of protection againet false imputations injuring his reputation. In other 
words, the responsibility which the Council has been by the Press Council Act 
charged with relates to protection of the freedom of Press in the public interest 
and the concomitant of that freedom, in promoting the standard and ethics of 
newspaper. 


‘For these purposes keeping in view the facts of these cases we lay down the 
following four principles with a view to their constituting codes of conduct for 
the journalists. 


The journalists have a responsibility of keeping the public informed of 
matters of public interest which include reports and comments on the activities 
of individuals or corporate bodies, including their corruption. In discharging 
thie obligatory and imperative duty, they are immune from legal penalty for 
publications made in good faith and based upon evidences which might reasonably 
believed to be true. [as published] What they may find most troublesome is 
that they may get hold of something which it really is in the public interest 
to disclose, and yet they fear its disclosure, because they feel that there is 








a difference between knowing something to be true and proving that it ia eo, In 
this situation it should be a defence to a reporter or an editor of a newapaper, 
even if he cannot plead literal accuracy, to say that he believed the information 
to be true when it was published, that he had checked and found ite sources 
reliable and, that the publication waa for public interest, 


"The prevention of the spread of crime and corruption is so difficult and the 
consequence to society of ite spread are so apalling that public need what help 
they can get from the Press even by meana that for more private purposes would be 
unacceptable, [as published] There is a danger in being too censorious about 
how information that can lead to the exposure of a serious public il! is attained, 


"2, It should be noted in this information that can lead to the interesta the 
public is not in the public interest, [as published] It is found that some 
papers show a readiness to make statements on inadequate evidence, and some fall 
short of truth and fairmindedness, some indulge in suppression and distortion, 
These however call for action, 


"3, On account of circulation which is the ultimate aim of a journalistic writing 
the journalists should take note that the mischief, if any issuing from an incor- 
rect statement of journalists in a newspaper, is likely to be far greater than a 
similar writing in a book or talking in a seminar. In the circumstances of the 
case, care, in the matter of verification of statements made by their priviledged 
sources, should be proportionate to the impact and effect the statement is Likely 
to have on the victim. [as published] Thus the news that a man is down with flu 
does not require as close a verification as the news that a political leader is 
down with virulent syphillis does. 


"4. The newspaper which publishes reports regarding any crime should have the 
obligation to follow the course of litigation emanating from it and should pub- 
lish the final order of the court, if any, so that the fundamental right of the 
citizen is not infringed. 


“The case may now be examined in the light of the above three principles. In 
the impugned reports what has been stated is that according to the confession of 
his accomplices, complainant Rayezuddin who is the owner of the trawler which 
carried deer for smuggling, is the leader of the gang of smugglers. The docu- 
ments filed before the Council have proved the correctness of the reports. Cor- 
rectness of the reports is different from the facts stated in the report. The 
reports do not say that complainant Rayezuddin is the leader of the smuggler's 
gang; but merely say that some persons have declared him to be so before the 
magistrate. The complainant's rejoinde: is therefore irrelevant to the issue. 


"In the circumstances it is held that the reporters acted in good faith while 
sending the report to newspapers for publication. Their good faith is revealed, 
it should be restated from the fact that they reported the allegations made by 
some persons against the complainant without hazarding any persoral opinion. 


"It is further held that the editors genuinely felt that the public importance 

of the matter justified the publication of the reports. We are of opinion that 
the editors felt that the situation revealed by the reports should not be allowed 
to continue without bringing these activities to light. There might be some 
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people who would be content for the evile to be left hidden so that the wrong 
doere may remain unpunished, But the great majority of the people would prefer 
diselosure and we are in favour of the majority, 


‘We are of further opinion that reporters owe a duty to the reading public, of 
unearthing, even alter pains information of public importance which include mis- 
deeds of miscreants and in discharging this duty the reporters should have no 
fear or favour, In these cases, the complainant is obviously a very rich and 
influential man but his elehes have not deterred the brave reporters to report 
the incident for publication in the newspapers. This ia definitely praiseworthy 
ind we put on record our feelings to that effect, 





“Havine regard to prineiples outlined above we recommend that the case against the 
editor of TTTEFAQ and its reporter be dismissed and that the case against the 
editor of DALNIK BANGLA and ite reporter in respect of the first part of the 


report be also dismissed, 


"Now about the second part of the report in DAINIK BANGLA regarding numerous 
imprisonments and second marriage of the complainant. 


"The allegation that the complainant served Jail terme ten or twelve times or that 
he married a girl in India are in their very nature not unverifiable. Yet, in 
“apite otf netice the editor and reporter have submitted no supportive evidences on 
these two points. Records of imprisonment could have been called for by us, if 
details were supplied. Nothing of the kind has been done. 


"We held that the reporter was rach in making this portion of the report. [as pub- 
| fahed| 


"What we feel unhappy about is that filtering which the editor, should have done 
on the report has not been made by him, The editorial responsibility which his 
job demanded was not unfortunately displayed, 


The reporter and the editor are warned under Section 12 of the Press Council Act. 


CSO: 4220 


56 





BANGLADESH 


ERRORS OF 1974 POPULATION CENSUS EXAMINED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 20 Feb 81 p 5 
[Article by Dr M. Kabir and Kanchan Chowdhury] 


[Text] The second Population Census of Bangladesh will be held in March, 1981. 
This is the second Population Census after independence. The first one was held 
in 1974, Experiences suggest that under-enumeration and age errors were the main 
characteristics of the past censuses. According to the 1974 census report under- 
enumeration was in the order of 8 to 9 per cent. An independent analysis of 1961 
census data by the U.S. Department of Commerce also indicates that under- 
enumeration was about 9 per cent. Recent reports by the Census Commission also 
suggest that under-enumeration varied from 19.5 per cent in big cities to 6.5 in 
other areas. In order to check this large comission of people, the present 

Census Commission has undertaken special programme to improve the coverage and 
accuracy of data for the 1981 Census of Bangladesh. [as published] Apart from 
under-enumeration, the census age data also contain various types of errors 

(i.e. under-statement or over-statement of ages). If ages are not satisfactorily 
reported, the accuracy of reporting other census information may also be doubtful. 
For instance, misstatemen:, particularly of the female population in the repro- 
ductive age groups, may distort measures of fertility with serious implications for 
national planning. 


The purpose of this article is to present the pattern of age errors in the 19 
administrative districs of Bangladesh. [as published] The age daa examined here 
are taken from the 1974 census of Bangladesh. [as published] Census distributions 
of population by age and sex typically incorporate several kinds of distortion. 
These derive both from the fact that the ages recorded on the census schedule 

are not always the exact ages of the persons being enumerated, and also from 
selective under-enumeration of males or females in a restricted range of ages. 
Among, those of the former variety, it is possible to distinguish, at least con- 
ceptually, between age heaping and age misreporting. Age heaping is the tendency 
to report certain digit of ages rather than others. Age mis-reporting, on the 
other hand, refers to a tendency of respondents or enumerators to record ages that 
either understates or enumeators to record ages that either understates or over 
states the true age of the respondents. [as published] To know the extent of age 
mis-reporting in a census it is necessary to have an estimate of the true or 
undistorted distribution of the population by five year age groups. On the other 
hand, one can know the extent of age heaping or digital preference by simply 
studying the distribution of the population by single year of age. Age 
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Wisn=atatements are mout salient when age data are presented in single year of 

ane, Typically, distribution by single years of age is characterized by pattern 
of digital preference, Various techniques have been developed to investigate the 
extent of different errors in the age data, For instance, Myer's Index, Whipple's 
index and the United Nations Age and Sex Ratio Index, 


The following table presents the above mentioned Indices derived for the 19 
adminiatrative districts of Bangladesh, If age heaping or digital preference is 
non-existent, the index would approximate zero, The index is an estimate of the 
minimum proportion of persons in the population for whom an age with incorrect 
final digit is reported, The theoretics! range of Myers index is zero, representing 
no digital preference andninety which would result if all ages were reported at a 
single digit, say, zero, In terme of sumary index it appears that age reporting 
in reasonably good in Chittagong Hill Tracts than those of other districts, To 
elucidate the pattern of age mis-reporting among the districts the rank order of 
summary index is also presented. The summary index varies enormously among the 
districts. The index ranges from 29 in Chittagong Hill Tracts to 42 in Barisal 
and Patuakhali districts respectively--almost 45 per cent higher in Barisal and 
Patuakhali districts. Division wise age reporting is slightly better in Rajshahi 
Division than those of other Divisions, The difference is, however, too small to 
be taken into account. For the whole of Bangladesh the index was 36.0, Exactly 
similar conelusion can be reached for the Whipple's index. It should be noted 
that in the absence of any preference of digits the Whipple's index should be 100, 
A close examination of above mentioned table suggests that Whipple's indes for 
the different districts of Bangladesh vary from 239 in Chittagong Hill Tracts 

to 315 im Patuakhali district. [as published] These results indicate there is a 
strong preference for digit zero and five. 


Netatied pattern of the irregularities of age mis-reporting may be obtained from 
examination of age and sex ratio index developed by the United Nations. The age 
ratio for a distortion-free age distribution should not deviate from 100 for each 
age group by more than three. The age and sex ratio index suggests that Patuakhali 
Vacca, Barisal and Pabna districts’ age data are worse. The index varies from 

73.6 in Patuakhali district to 44.8 in Chittagong Hill Tracts. 


Conclusion: A close inspection reveals that there are errors in the 1974 census 
data of Bangladesh, due to digital preference and age misstatements and the pattern 
is such that there is a strong tendency to report age ending with zero and five, 


with subsidiary preferences at ages ending eight and two respectively. The incor- 
rect reporting of the respondent's age results from a preference for certain digits 
ind transference of age. The transference of age is a systematic tendency of 

the respondents to declare a higher or lower age than their real one. This type 
of error has an important impact on the demographic measures in which the age of 
the women is involved. The lack of reporting of the age of the respondents may 
ilso result in distorting age structure. Age transference can have important 
effect on estimated fertility rates. The biases that occur depend not only on 

the direction of transference but also on the real age of the women. Faced with 
limitations of the basic sources of information, the census data make an important 
contribution to the investigation of pattern of age errors. Since the next 

census of Bangladesh is going to take place from March 6, 1981 we hope that the 
findings of this article will help policy makers and in particular those who are 
associated with the census to improve the quality of age data. We also would like 
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to draw the attention of the general public to cooperate with the census enumerators 
to report their ages correctly and accurately as far as possible. If age data are 
not reported correctly, then this will have enormous impact on many social and 
economic policy implications, 








Myer's 

Summary Rank Whipple's Rank Age and sex Rank 
Districts Index Order Index Order ratio Index Order 
Dacca 40 4 284 6 50 17 
Faridpur 38 6 296 5 69 2 
Tangail 31 17 256 12 54 L4 
Mymens ingh 37 7 283 7 68 5 
Dacca 
Division 46 280 61 
Comilla 40 3 308 2 66 6 
Noakhal i 38 5 297 4 60 9 
Chittagong 32 15 277 9 58 11 
Chittagong 29 19 239 19 45 19 
Hill Tracts 
Sy lhet 36 8 280 8 59 10 
Chittagong 
Division 35 279 58 
Ra jshahi 3] 18 242 17 54 15 
Rangpur 35 1] 270 10 64 7 
Pabna 35 10 269 1] 68 3 
Dinajpur 32 16 240 18 56 12 
Bogra 6 9 249 15 55 13 
Rajshahi 
Division 4 254 60 
Khulna 35 12 247 16 53 16 
Jessore 32 14 254 14 48 18 
Kusht ia 33 13 255 13 61 8 
Barisal 4] 2 301 3 68 4 
Patuakhal i 42 2 315 l 74 ] 
Khulna 
Division 37 275 61 
Bang ladesh 35 272 60 
CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


NEED FOR REORLENTING REVENUE COLLECTION STRESSED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 26 Feb 81 p 1 


(‘ext | The Finance Minister, Mr M Saifur Rahman, on Wednesday stressed the need 
for reorienting the revenue collection approach with the structural changes in 
the economy for mobilisation of internal resources at an increasing rate to 
finance the development programme reports BSS. 


He emphasised that revenue collection on account of sales tax and excise duty 
have to be increased with the growth of domestic production and economy, and 
Slowing down of revenue receipts on account of import and customs duty. 


Addressing the field level officials of Excise Department of the National Board 
of Kevenue (NBR) at Civil Officers Training Academy on Wednesday afternoon 

Mr Rahman said that traditional way of fixing target for revenue collection must 
be done away with and that the targets for collection should be fixed on the 
basis of growth of production as well as growth in the economy. 


He pointed out that due to complacency by both upper and field-level officials 
evasion of sales taxes and excise duty was rampant in many cases such as biri 
cigarette hotel and restaurants soap and match industries motor garages etc. 
las published] 


Shortfalls 


in this context the Finance Minister referred to shortfalls from target of revenue 
collections on accounts of excise duty and observed that the field officials must 
double their proportionate target for the next four months to fulfil the target 

as well as generate at least Taka 100 crore more than the target. He asked them 
to enforce the tax collection mechanism vigorously and to impress businessman 

and industrialists to submit tax returns and pay due taxes in time. 


The Finance Minister said that only 8.5 per cent of our Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) of between Taka 15,000 and Taka 16,000 crore was charged as taxes which was 
itself in a very low level. Unless we could generate more internal resources 
through taxes, levies and profits on our national resources the implementation of 
Second Five-Year Plan might not be possible he added. 
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BANGLADESH 


RISE IN FARM OUTPUT A PRIORITY NATIONAL GOAL 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 26 Feb 81 p 1 


[Text] Joydebpur, Feb. 25:--Major-General (retd) Nurul Islam, Minister for 
Agriculture and Forest said that the increase of agricultural production and the 
stability in the production system are the "priority national goals" of the coun- 
try, reports BSS. 


Inaugurating a four-day seminar on "agricultural policy and management" at the 
Agricultural Research Institute, Dacca on Wednesday morning, Major-General (red) 
Islam called upon the participating scientists to formulate fruitful and correct 
policy for the overall agricultural development. [as published] He hoped that 
the seminar provides scope for "conscious and objective analysis and will help us 
to provide guidelines for correct future policy formulation." 


The seminar, first of its kind in the country was organised by Bangladesh Agri- 
cultural Research Council in collaboration with International Maize and Wheat 
Improvement Centre (CIMMYT), Mexico and Ford Foundation. 


The State Minister for Agriculture and Forest, Dr. Iqbal Mahmud and the Executive 
Vice Chairman of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council Dr. Kazi M. Badruddoza 
also spoke in the inaugural session. 


A large number of agricultural scientists, senior administrators, policy makers, 
planners and other senior officials from various agencies have participated in the 
seminar. 


Emphasising the need for such a seminar, the Agriculture Minister pointed out that 
the productivity increase could be achieved through technological changes. He 
also held that the government has been supporting a "rapid technological change 
at the farm level" by giving a "Big push", through various intensification pro- 
grammes. 


Referring to the subjects of discussion of the seminar, Major General (retd) 
Islam hoped that the seminar would be able to provide correct understanding of the 
appropriate enviornment condition and knowledge of necessary prerequisites for 
formulation of public policies which would not impede rather facilitate agri- 
cultural development process. [as published] 


Speaking on the occasion, State Minister for Agriculture and Forest, Dr. Iqbal 
Mahmud called upon the participating scientists and the senior policy makers to 











lormulate an appropriate suid agricultural poliey and management, He 
weleome the participants and hoped that the seminar would give a new result for 
the production-oriented policies oat tang ladesh., las publ ished | 


in his address of welcome, De | M, Badruddoga said the objective of the seminar 
ie to call attention to the critical importance of farmer's circumstances in the 
formation of policy. Seneivity to their importance, he said, would facilitate 

the development procese and lead to inerease in agricultural production, [as 


publ ished | 








BANGLADESH 


UNESCO TO GRANT AID IN PRIMARY EDUCATION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 24 Feb 81 p 1 


[Text] Bangkok: Feb, 24: The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation (UNESCO) i» to assist the Bangladesh Ministry of Education on 
the implementation of a nearly two and a half million dollar project for the 
improvement and expansion of primary education in the country; reporte BSS. 


According to UNESCO sources; the project to be financed by the International 
Development Association; aims at improving the programmes and services of the 
academy for fundamental education and eight primary teacher training institutes 
in Bangladesh. It also includes the development of new and additional learning 
methods and materials. 


The sources said; UNESCO will aleo assist and advise the Education Ministry 
bringing about qualitative improvement of primary level administration at the 
sub-divisional and thana levels. Adding; the specific method and materials wil! 
be developed for the newly created post of Assistant Thana Education Officer 
responsible for the direct supervision of primary teaching. 


Bangladesh Government; being at the help of affairs, will provide support services 
and UNESCO will be responsible for administering the technical assistance which 
will include the provision of experts and materials as well as the cost of fellow- 
ships for Bangladeshi nationals. 


UNESCO first offered to advise and assist Bangladesh in the execution of the 
project when the organisation's Director-General; Mr. Madou Mahtar m'Bow paid an 
official visit to the country in January 1979. This was in response to the 
government's expressed desire to secure the cooperation of UNESCO and other 
agencies to achieve the goals of universal primary education. 
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BANGLADESH 


PRESIDENT SPEAKS AT RECEPTION FOR LANGUAGE AWARDS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 25 Feb 81 p 1 


|Text] President Ziaur Rahman, Chairman of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP), said that the Government would continue its efforts to use Bangla in 

every ephere of life. He, however, remarked that Government by an order alone 
cannot fulfil ite obligation, the Language has to be established with spontaneous 
inspiration from within our hearts. The speedy use of Bangla in all spheres of 
national life will require a concerted effort by at its respectful place. [as 
publ ished | 


fe further said that the Language Movement which began in 1952 would continue 
till the language had been established at its respectiful place. [as published] 


President Zia was addressing as chief guest at the reception given to those who 
actively participated in the 52 Language Movement. The reception was arranged 

by BNP on Tuesday at Ramma Green. He also distributed medals of honour to the 

participants who were present at the reception. 


President Zia said that the foreigners who ruled this country for ages tried to 
undermine the language and distort the culture of the land. But the people of 
the soil struggled to protect their language and culture. He said that struggle 
assumed a special significance in 1952 Language Movement. He further said that 
the 1952 Language Movement strengthened the nationalist spirit of the people of 
this country. President Zia said that the liberation war in 1971 was the outcome 
fthe spirit of Bangladeshi nationalism. 


He regretted that despite sacrifices by sons of the soil for establishment of 
Bangla language in all spheres of life, sign boards in English are still found 

in the city. Moreover, some of the people prefer to speak in English with a plea 
that they can express themselves more explicitly in that language. He observed 
this means that they cannot express themselves in their mother tongue. 


President Zia said that BNP was the first political party to hold a reception for 
those who actively took part in the language movement. He termed the participants 
as “illustrious sons of the soil and ‘symbol of independence and sovereignty’. 

[as published] He pledged to establish the mother tongue as we have vowed to 
strengthen the independence and sovereignty. 


Professor A. 0. M. Badruddoza Choudhury Secretary-General of BNP in his address 
of welcome termed the Language Movement “Language Revolution”. He said that 
the Language Movement was the first chapter of the history of our independence. 











He also announced that BNP will award "grand medal of honour" to Dacca city for 
the heroic role played by the citizens of Dacca city, 


Among the participants of Language Movement Professor Shahed Ali Director of 
Islamic Foundation Mr. M. A, Wadud the then General Secretary of the erstwhile 
Fast Pakistan Students League Mr Mahbub Anam the then General Secretary of the 
Ananda Moham College Union and advocate Shameul Alam the then Vice-President of 
F. H. Hall and member of the All-party Language Movement Committee addressed 
the reception. 


Professor Shahed Ali eaid that the Language Movement was not mere 4 movement to 
establish Bangla language but it was to protect the political existence of the 
majority people of this region. [as published] In ite truest sense the Language 
Movement was the forerunner of the political emancipation of the people of 
Bangladesh. 


Mr. M. A. Wadud urged the Government to take steps for the use of Bangla in 
every sphere of national life. 


Mr. Mahbub Anam alleged that the central Shahid Minar has been turned into a place 
of worship. He said those who participated in the Language Movement dreamt of a 
"sky high" minar not the present Shahid Minar where everyone had to pay homage 

to the martyrs of Language Movement bowing their heads. 


Advocate Shamsul Alam alleged that history of Language Movement published in 
periodicals after independence were based on wrong and distorted facts. 


Recipients of the medal of honour include Ministers Mr. S. A. Bari A. T. 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Mr. Mansur Ali and Mr. Abdul Alim. 
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BANGLADESH 


PRESIDENT URGES ENRICHMENT OF BENGALI LANGUAGE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 21 Feb 81 p 1 


|Text! President Ziaur Rahman on Friday called for further enriching the mother 
tongue and making it more dynamic since it was not enough merely to use it in a 
conventional way in all walke of national life, reports BSS. 


In « message to the nation on the eve of the Shaheed Day the President said that 
to understand the essence of the Language Movement the campaign for freeing the 
nation from the curse of illiteracy gust have to be made successful. One year of 
the campaign launched for removing illiteracy on this great day last year had 
been completed, he added. 


The President said the whole nation was looking forward to the educated section of 
the soctety with great hope that they would remain conscious to the fulfilment 
of this onerous task. 


The President called for reaching the mother tongue nearer to the masses by further 
enriching it and making it more dynamic. He said mere routine use of the mother 
tongue at all levels of national life would not suffice. 


The President stressed that the campaign for ridding the society of the curse of 
illiteracy must have to be made successful for the realisation of the intrinsic 
spirit of the Language Movement. . 
Paying homage to the martyrs of the Language Movement President Ziaur Rahman 
eaid that this day was resplendent with the glory of supreme sacrifice. Those 
who had once laid down their lives fearlessly for maintaining the dignity of the 
dearest mother tongue, occupied a glorious position in the heart of the whole 
nation with highest dignity. 


He said, the Shaheed Day reminiscent of the historic Language Movement had again 
come back to us. The great Ekushey February enkindled time and again the spirit 
of nationalism in the hearts of our people. The independent and sovereign 
Bangladesh emerged on the map of the world through the historic path of the 
Language Movement, he added. 
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BANGLADESH 


JAPANESE PARTICIPATION IN 5-YEAR PLAN WELCOMED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 18 Feb 61 p 8 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb 17: Bangladesh Deputy Prime Minister Jamal Uddin Ahmed said 
here today his country welcomes active Japanese participation in ite new five- 
year development plan which started in July 1980 to expand industry and agricul- 
ture, reports AFP. 


Mr Ahmed, here at the head of a Bangladesh Economic Mission told a Press con- 
ference that he has been negotiating with Japanese firme on their participation in 
the plan and some of them have reached the “feasibility study stage”. “We are very 
encouraged by the response we have received so far", he said. 


Bangladesh particularly needs Japanese assistance for the development of its steel, 
petro-chemical, paper and pulp fisheries and leather industries he added. 


The Deputy Premier also said Bangladesh offers a favourable incentive package to 
foreign investors, including a “Tax Holiday", unrestricted remittance of money, 
infrastructure facilities and cheap energy and labour. 


Mr Ahmad said Bangladesh's trade deficit with Japan may continue for years to come 
but some of its enterprises to be established with Japanese cooperation wil! 
“mean, in effect, that we will re-export to Japan", for instance, “we hope to 
start exporting iron, leather, paper and pulp to Japan", he said. 


The Deputy Premier was visiting Japan at the invitation of the Japan Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. He was scheduled to meet Prime Minister Zenko Suzuki on 
Thursday. 


Earlier official announcement says: After the welcoming address on Monday of Mr 
Nagano, President, Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Deputy Prime Minister 
addressed the leading industrialists who attended the lunch given in honour of 
Bangladesh delegation. Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmed explained the Bangladesh investment 
policy and the facilities given to the Foreign Investors specially in the private 
sector. 


Deputy Prime Minister also identified certain areas where Japanese investment wil! 
be welcome. On behalf of the Japan Chamber Mr Nagano assured the Deputy Prime 


Minister about a number of possible investment specially in the private sector. 
All top level industrialists attended this function. 
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BANGLADESH 


PROCEDURES FOR EXPORT REBATE REVISED, SIMPLIFIED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 19 Feb 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The National Board of Revenue has introduced a flat rate of export rebate 
and simplified the procedure governing the grant of such rebates for some major 
export iteme, it was learnt officially in Dacca on Wednesday. 


This has been done with a view to augmenting export earnings by providing the 
facility of expeditious settlement of the claims of duty-drawback on export to the 
exportere-cum-manuf acturers. 


Export iteme such as writing and printing paper, dilphane transparent paper, 
dilphane transparent paper (MST products), rayon yarn, newsprints, crust finished 
leather, glycerine alumunium capsules, hard board and laundry soap have been 
brought under the purview of this simplified and flat rate rebate system. [as 
publ ished | 


The tlat rate of duty-drawback on the few remaining manufactured exportable items 
are being worked out and is expected to be introduced very shortly. 


The exporters-cum-manufacturers are advised to apply in the prescribed forms for 
duty-drawback to the Collector of Customs having jurisdiction over the customs 
station through which the export has been effected. 


Thies flat rate of duty-drawback will apply to those consignments which were exported 
or shall be exported between the period from January 1, 1980 to December 31, 1981. 
The cases of duty-drawback arising out of exports made before January 1, 1980 

will be governed by the previous rate and system. Efforts are being made to settie 
these rebates cases also most expeditiously. 


it is hoped that this new system will go a long way in providing incentive to 
boost-up the exports resulting in maximisation of exports and consequential 
foreian exchange earnings of the country. 
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BANGLADESH 


EXPERTS SAY GAS RESERVE ENOUGH FOR 70 YEARS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1? Feb 81 p 12 


[Text] Bangladesh has enormous natural gas reserve estimated to amount to three 
trillion cubiv meters reports BSS. [as published] 


Experts believe this quantity could supply the budget of Bangladesh for 70 years 
under the current consumption rate and for 39 years of consumption increased ten 
per cent annually. 


The West Berlin newspaper SPANDAVER VOLKSBLATT in a report captioned "several 
trillion cubic meters “hot air" for Bangladesh published recently said it is the 
natural resources that steam up from the earth and could be the solution to the 
country's energy problem that has the densiest and poorest population in the 
world. [ae published] 


The report said a careful investigation of the natural gas reserve could reveal 
another three trillion cubic meters seismographic and geological tests have indi- 
cated that warm soil of Bengladesh could be hiding further reserve of natural gas. 
[as published] 


Bangladesh uses 45 cubic meters daily eight million cubic meters less than the 
daily requirement. 


Two artificial fertilizer factories three power plants 452 industrial concerns of 
carying sizes and 2368 industrial firms use natural gas in addition to 1,13 
million private households with a 94 to 99 per cent methane content the quality 
is good the report said. [as published] 


The “smelly hot air” is distributed throughout the country through a net work of 
pipeline that is already 1770 K.M long another 185 k.m of pipeline is being laid 
with a foreign help in order to bridge the distance between the gas fields of 
fakhrabad and the port town of Chittagong. [as published] 


The report further said the use of its natural gas has saved Bangladesh 200 million 
dollars in the last 20 years the sum should otherwise have gone to imported energy. 
[as published] 
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BANGLADESH 


MINISTER REPORTS DISCOVERY OF NEW GAS FIELDS 
Dacca THE BANGLADSSH OBSERVER in English 24 Feb 81 p 1 


[Text] Two new and “fairly large” gas deposits have been discovered in Bianibazar 
of Sylhet and Dhalia of Noakhali, Petroleum and Mineral Resources Minister Akbar 
Hossain disclosed in Dacca on Monday. 


With these the number of known gas fields in the country rose to 12, he told ENA 
in an interview at his Secretariat office. 


(he Minister said both these gas fields appeared to be "commercial viable". 
According to preliminary estimate the total deposit in the two newly found gas 
fields was believed to be one trillion to 1.5 trillion cubic feet. The value of 
this volume of natural gas in the international market at the present rate was 
estimated at eight billion dollars, he added, 


The exact quantum of gas could be determined after appraisal. 

The quality of gas found in these fields, he said, was rch. [as published] 

Mr. Akbar Hossain said drilling at Bianibazar started last October and gas was 
struck a few weeks ago at a depth of about 12 thousand feet. Drilling is still 


going on at the site for preliminary appraisal of the quantum at the deposit. 


He said gas was struck at the Dhalia site near Feni in late December, drilling 
at that site started in July last year. 


He said drilling at Bianibazar was financed by West German assistance while Parkar 
Oil Company of the USA provided expertise to help Petrobangla personnel. 
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BANGLADESH 


FAMILY PLANNING RESISTED IN RURAL BANGLADESH 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 26 Feb 81 p 5 
[Article by M. A. Rub] 


[Text] Recent research into the problems of decision making for sterilization by 
peer pressures and the use of countraceptive sterilization in rural Bangladesh 
conducted by the population scientists indicate that the reactions of husbands and 
mothers-in-law and the influence of traditional beliefs were the major factors in 
persuading some Bangladeshi women to change their minds about undergoing contra- 
cetive sterilizatior. [as published] 


Bangladesh, with over 89 million inhabitants and more than 1,500 persons per square 
mile is the eighth most populous nation in the world. With the population increas- 
ing at a annual rate of 2.9 per cent, Government has been increasing the use of 
birth control in all its ways including contraceptive sterilization which, is 
unfortunately, very low. [as published} According to the 1975 Bangladesh 
Fertility Survey, although about 33 per cent of currently married Bangladeshi 

women knew of at least one method of birth control, only 14 per cent had ever 

used any method, and only 10 per cent were current users. Sixtyfour per cent 

heard of the pill 53 per cent had heard of female sterilization and 5] percent 

had heard of male sterilization. [as published] Only 3 per cent were current 
users of the pill, however and only one per cent of the women were protected 

from pregnancy by either male or female sterilization. 


Carrying out the survey in 1978, Shushum Bhatia--a senior research scientist in 
the Department of Population Dynamics at the Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore 
Maryland with Mr. A. S. G. Faruque--a physician and Mr. J. Chakravarty--a super- 
visor of the Matlab Field Station at the ICDDR Dacca, Bangladesh in their research 
reports comparing with ocher countries found that "sterilization is now taking 

its place as one of the most popular methods of contraception among couples who 
have had children they want. In Bangladesh, however, although the proportion pro- 
tected from pregnancy by sterilization doubled from the beginning of 1975 to the 
end of 1976, use of sterilization is still much lower than it is in India or 

China where about 20 per cent of married fecund women are protected by steriliza- 
tion of either partner. The level of Bangladesh is comparable, through, to those 
in Pakistan (one per cent) and Nepal (two per cent). [as published] 


Voluntary sterilization efforts were influenced by a number of factors besides 
availability but most important influence of beliefs social psychological and 
cultural barriers stood in the way of acceptance of sterilization. 
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Providing sterilization services including LUD the injectable Depo-Provera male 
and female sterilization and menstrual regulation services at the Matlab Family 
Planning Clinic comprising 70 villages in Matlab thana under Comilla district 
through [CDDR in January 1978, some 13,000 potential clients were interviwed by 
the researchers. |as published] 


Findings indicate that of the first 294 womer were sterilized at Matlab between 
January and May 1978 275 were actually asked what factors had influenced their 
decisions. Eighty-one per cent told that they discussed with female relatives 
mostly mothers-in-law 50 per cent reported were fieldworkers but they were afraid 
of that they might not be able to perform the normal household duties and chores 
expected of them. [as published] Another 22 per cent said that their peers had 
been their main concern. But after discussing with their female relatives most 
women got the operation done with the approval of their husbands and mothers-in- 
law. The attitude of the persons the women consulted was overwhemlingly positive 
(87 per cent) and 95 per cent of the women had the permission of both their 
husbands and their mothers-in-law. [as published! 


By the end of October 1978, however, when the operation was being undertaken many 
were dissuaded from doing it. Studies indicate that no differences in the age 
distributions of the women were found although proportion of women over 40 years 
of age was higher among the group (16 per cent) than among the youngsters (nine 
per cent). Fifty per cent of the husbands of the non-sterilized women were 40-49 
years old 18 per cent were 50 or older. On the average the husbands were 10 years 
older than their wives a typical phenomenon of Bangladesh. Interestingly enough 
the mean age of both the husbands (43.1) and the wives (33.1) was the same for 
the sterilized women and women who changed their minds about the operation. 


Eighty per cent of the women who failed to report for sterilization were Muslim 
and the remainder were Hindus. The proportion of women whose husbands had no 
education was larger among the sterilised women than among those who decided 
against sterilization (51 per cent vs. 39 per cent). Women had an average of five 
living children but both groups had the same distribution by parity with about 
two-thirds of the women having five or more children. However, 57 per cent of the 
nonsterilized women had 3 or more living sons in contrast to 49 per cent of the 
sterilized women. Fifty-seven per cent of the nonsterilized women were using 
contraceptives. Yet half of the sterilized women had used contraceptives before 
their operations. 


In decision-making about family planning, 95 per cent asked their husbands’ 
approval 35 per cent cited of social barrier 35 per cent also cited of harmful 
effects as disapproval. Thirteen per cent simply disapproved of sterilization 10 
per cent cited social problems 7 per cent were afraid of their wives surgery. 
Another 28 per cent women deciding against sterilization got encouragement from 
their husbands. Yet 52 per cent enventually decided against sterilization because 
of husband's objections. [as published] 


To improve the situation researchers say that village workers apparently can play 
a major role in allaying the fears of women who want to be sterilized. An atmo- 
sphere of trust and confidence need to be built up between the workers and the 

clients. fas published] Suggestions have been made to the extent that religious 
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political and social leaders at the national and community levels would have to 
be moved beyond generalized endorsement of the need for birth limitation to 
specific endorsement of contraceptive sterilization as a legitimate and moral 
means of preventing unwanted childbearing. The Government will need to educate 
the public about the importance and morality of controlling population growth, 
But village level workers will be more effective in this challenge. 
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OFFLCIAL ANNOUNCES FOODGRAIN PROCUREMENT STATISTICS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 20 Feb 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Mr. Iqbal Hussain Choudhury, Deputy Minister for Food has said that 7.20 
lakh tons of foodgrains have so far been procured during the period from July, 
1980 till today, says a PID handout. 


A meeting of the Project Review and Implementation Committee of the Ministry of 
Food was held in Dacca on Thursday to review the physical progress of godown 
construction during the months of January and February, the progress of implementa- 
tion of earlier decisions taken by the Committee (PRIC) and other activities of the 
Food Ministry. The meeting was presided over by Mr. Iqbal Hussain Chowdhury, 
Deputy Minister for Food. 


In his address, Mr. Iqbal Hussain Choudhury expressed satisfaction over the attain- 
ment of the target of godown construction of 51,680 tons capacity set for 

December, 1980. He expressed the hope that necessary measures would be taken so 
that the target of godown construction of 1,83,000 tons set for from January to 
March, 1981 could also be achieved. 


The Minister directed all concerned to ensure expeditious construction of food 
godowns to increase storage capacity as per programme so that the bilateral 
procurement may not be hampered. 


It may be mentioned here that the procurement so far made surpassed all the records 
so far. 


Mr. A. M. Mesbahuddin, Secretary, Ministry of Food and other high officials of the 
Planning Ministry, Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, Ministry of Jute and PWD 
were present. 
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UK FIRM TO AID IN LIMESTONE MINING PROJECT 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Feb 81 p 12 


[Text] A 45=-million pound (Taka 164.7 crore) contract was signed on Thursday 
between the Bangladesh Mineral Exploration and Development Corporation (BMEDC) 
and the Cementation Mining Ltd of the United Kingdom for the implementation of 
Jaipurhat Limestotn Project. [as published] 


As per contract, the limestone mine (1600 feet underground would be completed 

in two phases within 64 months. [as published] The Cementation Mining Ltd 

would be responsible for bringing the limestone from the mine at the rate of 5500 
tons per day supply the required machinery and equipment. [as published] The 
project would be financed by a number of friendly countries including Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, UAE and the organisations including Islamic Development Bank and 
the OPEC fund. 


On completion about 17 lakh tons of limestone would be produced from the project 
from which about 10 lakh tons of cement would be manufactured. The remaining 
quantity would be used in other industries including chemical, steel, ceramic 
rubber paper and sugar. 


The press release said that a cement factory would be establishd in the vicinity 
of the mine work on which would be taken up by the BMEDC within a short time. 


It said that the Jaipurhat Limestone Mining would be the first underground mine 
in the country. Special method of freezing the ground would be adopted in the 
shaft sinking in the mine. About 2000 people will be employed directly in the 
proect of which 1000 miners would work 1600 feet below the surface, the press 
release said. [as published] 


Mr R Khondker Secretary of BMEDC and Mr J C Black, Managing Director of the 
Cementation Mining Ltd signed the contract on behalf of their respective 
organisations. 
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GREETINGS TO KUWAIT<<President Ziaur Rahman has sent greetings for Shaikh Jaber 
Al-Almed Al=Jaber Al=-Sabah, Amir of kuwait, on the occasion of the national day 

of oil-rich Shaikhdom, reports BSS. [as published] In a message to the Kuwaiti 
ruler, the President said, ‘on the happy cecasion of the national day of the state 
of Kuwait, | on behalf of the Government and the peo, ie of Bangladesh and on my 

own behal!, wish to extend to Your Highness our warmest felicitations and fraternal 
greetings. I avail of this opportunity to express our firm conviction that the 
brotherly ttles and friendly cooperation so happily existing between our two 
peoples will further deepen and consolidate in the years ahead to our mutual 
bene’it. May Almighty Allah grant Your Highness health happiness and long life, 
and bestow upon the fraternal people of the state of Kuwait continued peace greater 
progress and prosperity. [ae published) [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 

in English 25 Feb 81 p i} 


IRANIAN, PALESTINIAN STUDENTS--Five Iranian students were injured when two groups 
of Iranian and Palestinian students clased on Tuesday noon at the Dacca Univer- 
sity International Hostel. [as published] Of the injured Mr Shamim Kamiabi, 22, 
a student of Second Year MBBS of Dacca Medical College was admitted to the Dacca 
Medical College Hospital with head inuury. The remaining were given first aid. 
The reason of the clash could not be ascertained. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH 
TIMES in Bnelish 25 Feb 81 p 8) 


CPSU CONGRESS VISITORS--Mr. Muzgaffar Ahmed, MP, President of National Awami Party 
(Muzatfar) left Dacca on February 19 for Moscow to attend the 26th Congress of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union on an invitation of the CPSU. Mr. 
Muzaffar will also attend the peace conference of Kiev after the Congress, 

says 4 Press release of the NAP. The acting Secretary of the CPB Mr. Saifuddin 
Ahmed (Manik), and CPB central committee member, Mr. Sankar Basu are already in 
Mowcow attending the 26th Congress of the Soviet Communist Party. [Text] [Dacca 
THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Feb 81 p 1] 


‘(UTE MILL CONSTRUCTION--The construction and installation works of the Taka 23.93 
crore Rangpur Jute Mills at Ulipur is expected to be completed by June 1983. A 
BIMC Press release said the 100-loom sacking jute mills will produce 6785 tons 

if sackine baes vaiued at Taka 8.15 crore a year by running in three shifts when 
it goes into production. [as published] The mill will use low quality jute 
abundantly available in the areaand provide employment opportunity to 1070 persons 
including 923 workers. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Feb 81 


p 12] 
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DANISH AMBASSADOR~-Mr, Bjorn Harry Olsen has been appointed Ambassador of the 
Royal Kingdom of Denmark to the People's Republic of Bangladesh with residence in 
New Delhi, saye 4 Prese release, Mr Biorn Harry Oleen was born in Mareh, 1930 
and holds a Master's degree in Law, We is an experienced career diplomat and 

has served in various capacities in different Danish Missions and in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affaire of Denmark, In 1977 he was appointed as Ambassador of Denmark 
to Tanzania with concurrent accreditation to Mogambique and Lesotho. In 1978 he 
was further accredited to Bo .swana, Zambia and Augola. [ae published) Mr. Bjorn 
ie married, [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 21 Feb 81 p 6) 
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MIZORAM LEADERS KEEN ON POLITICAL SETTLEMENT 


Karachi DAWN in English 12 Mar 81 p 4 


(Text) 

NEW DELMI, March ik: After The MNP headquarters, which 
wears of bloody insurgency, rebel has been knoWn to receive arms 
leaders in Indias seccession- three and aid from abroad, has been the 
tened northeast seem to be veer training ground for these insur. 
ing towards @ settlement With the rectionist groups. 

Indian Government. The hideout is virtually inacces 

One of the foremost rebel lea sible and the nearest habitation is 
ders, Laldenga, bas been given at Parva, at the trijunction§ of 
permission by the Government to India, Burma and Rargladesh, 
travel to hie underground beau from where VNP Scouts guide the 
quarters in the Arakan mountains stranger through a founday trek 
bordering tadia and Burma to through inhospitable terrain. 
persuade hus warring followers to Recently the MNF headquarters 
accept bis peace proposals with ie aleo said to have received re 
the Government. quest from Acsam for arms train- 

¢ proposals envisage that ing although the Assam agitation 
Laldenga s croup. the Mize Natio for removal of Bengali immigrants 
eal Front (MNP), would accept from Bangladesh has been largely 
the centrally governed province non-violent till now, 
of Mizoram as 4 part of India and - PAS y wk = 
Would accept « solution Within the = ere in — violent 
agitation, have been dec. 
Ce eee one” oe 

Laldenga, @ charismatic leader — Se Gow 
who bas in and out of Indian military surveillance. 
jails several times while leading Lately, the ethnic agitation bad 
a violent movement to geia inde threatered to take an ideslocics! 
pendence for Mizoram, recently turn with the Miroram, Manipur 
stated that be Sus Keto on @ pol: end Nace rebels teaming up with 
oer . the Chinahacked Burmese Com. 

He * -¥ confident thet once muniet Party from in what ie 
the Mizoram problem was settled known as the “Maoiet triangle” 
revelutionary croups in the * 749 wy age Ra 

the sort tes wou border Burma 
fall in lee awe Ss oan Were raided by In- 

These included the People’s Re 
vrolutonary Party of Kangleipa* The problems of this 250,00 
(PREPAK | and the People’s Live uere Siemewe fence, Tuleh 
ration. Army ‘PLA’ whe are de ” tm. , by @ oarro® 
manding independence for the Me a ne 
state of Manipur, the Tripura Na ty end thus geographical 
tional Volunteers ‘TNV), @ho hed , hes @ sense of isolation duit 
been (demacd og a0 independent into it, has been the single bigeest 
Tripura aod Sere responsible for rhsltenge to Prime ‘*“eleter ledire 
the massacre of 4 Bengalis in Gondhi’s government 
June last year and the Nage re- Pg may 4 *2* —7 

— 2 re Gandhi waa t only lee. 
= Cemanding 4 separate Naga der who anderstosd the oroblen« 
of minorities 9 the northenet 
au@urs well for the future —DPA 
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PARENTS LIABILITY FOR STUDENT DAMAGE SUGGESTED 


Karachi DAWN in English 11 Mar 81 p 4 


(Text } 


CSO: 
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PESHAWAR, March 10: The 
NWFP Governor, Lt Gen Fatle 
Haq has said that the provincial 
Government ®as at present review. 
ing its polity regarding students 
and contemplated to recover the 
lesses of public property from the 
private property of the involved 
students’ parents. 

At a sews conference at the Go 
vernors House, the Governor told 
@ Quettioner that «a proposal to 
this effect wae being considered in 
order to ensure sanity in educe 
tional inetitutions. 

He hoved that come decision on 
the sroposa! would be taken io 
ebout a week or 10 dave, a Mar 
tial Law Order would then be 
issued giving egect to the recision, 
he «aid, 

Asser about the reopening of 
universities and colleges in the 
province, the Governor stated that 
the Government had so far shown 
patience end tolerance in dealing 
with the affairs of etudents) The 
Government, he caid. had no doubt 
ebout the “political hand”, behind 
the recent student disturbances io 
the we 


* 


Hr 
aH 
gtee 
f | 
e fist! 
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certain Leftist teachers were aise 
involved io the disturbances. Ade 
quate action Would aso be taken 
against them at appropriate time. 
he said. 

He informed the questioner that 
the Government proposed to take 
stringent ection afainet the stu- 
dents involved in the disturbances 
at the Peshawar University. 


order situation in the 
He tes confident the law and 
crter Guuatien Gould cemels Gon 
in foture teo 

The Governor gave credit for the 
eatiefactory situation to the pro 
vincial police and the Press. 
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LMPACT OF GULF COUNCLL COOPERATION STUDLED 


Karachi DAWN in English 13 Mar 61 p 4 


(Editorial: 


[Text] 


"Cooperation in the Gulf") 


HE Gulf Cooperation 

Councu set up by six 
Arab States of the Gull 
on Tuesday comes at a 
crucial time in the inter- 
national politics of the re. 
gion. Although these sta- 
tes have a ~ nis of 
close relationshp and on 
& number of occasions 
they have discussed the 
possidil.des of greater co- 
operagion. the latest move 
hag a significance of its 
Own. For the frst time 
these ties between the six 
are being institutionalised 
The Supreme Council of 
Heads of State and the 
Council of Min sters 
which have been set up 
wil be meeting at regwar 
intervals, while the Secre- 
tariat to be established in 
May will be a permanent 
Sofy The kevnote of the 
~ Agee . -— ae 
Muscat acter the consti- 
tution was initialled is the 
emphasis on economic 
and cultural co-operat:on 
The communique issued 
after the meeting of the 
Six Participating States in 
Riyach last month speci- 
fically mentioned that 
uniform laws on trade 
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customs, finance, educa- 
tion, health and = culture 
are to be drawn up. This 
could prove to be rather 
ambitious but given the 
broad similarities in the 
economic. cultural, social 
and political orientations 
of Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar 
and the UAE. a modest 
beginning is possible. This 
is to be welcomed § since 
any regional cooperation 
between developing coun- 
tries should de a new 
impetus to the concept of 
coliective self-reilance in 
the Third Woridc 

But as the communique 
issued in Muscat indica- 
tes, the Guif Council will 
eventually seek closer co- 
operation in the spheres 
of defence and = internal 

urity The frerian fe- 
: — i” ‘ A is is 
Iraq war hate brought 
into focus the vulnerabi- 
lity of the States in this 
oil-producing region The 
details of the common 
defence strate@y conterm- 
plated are not known. The 
Saudi Arabian Goverrn- 
ment has Sroposec a ser- 


les of bilateral military 
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of the participaung sta. 
Cipaung - 
te. Oman's plan envis- 
fges the creation of a 
Gulf force financed and 
equipped by the nations 
involved, Whether any of 
these proposals is to be 
adopted is too early to 
Say, but Dr Oteiba, the 
VAE Oj Minister, has 
disclosed that the Guif 
States are working on a 
defence strategy to pro- 
tect oil installations 
which could involve grea- 
ter coordination of their 
land, alr and sea forces. 
The Gulf Cooperation 
Coutcil's development in- 
to an organ of coordina- 
tion and joint planning In 
the military sphere will 
lend considerable weight 
to the assertions made itn 
recent weeks by the lit- 
toral States of the Gulf 
that the defence of this 
area is their own concern. 
The demonstration by the 
six of the political will to 
enhance their military 
potential through defence 
cooperation coincides with 
a@ great increase in the in- 
terest the major Powers 
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have in the area, This has 
been underiined by the 
Soviet military interven- 
tion in Afehanistan and 
the American move to 
guard the oll lanes of the 
Gulf dy setting up a Ravid 
Devlovment Force for 
which Mrs Thatcher has 
also offered British con- 
tingents. Although the 
members of the Gulf 
Council have denounced 
these moves in no uncer- 
tain terms, they can for- 
mulate a credible response 
only by strengthening de- 
fence cooperation among 
themselves while main- 
taining their non-aligned 
Status. This calls for a 
Strictly non-partisan posl- 
tion In the super-Power 
rivairy which has intensi- 
fied with the build-up of 
the military presence of 
Moscow and Washington 
in the vicinity of the Gulf. 
However, given the close 
security ties three af the 
Gulf States have with the 
West and the “facilities” 
they have provided to the 
US, an integrated defence 
strategy might pose some 
problems. 
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CURRENCY SMUGGLING PLOT+-The Directorate of Intelligence and Investigation (Customs 
and Excise) seized currency valued at Re 18,24,000 from a Dubai~' »und PIA flight on 
Friday, It got the tip that Pakistani and other foreign currencies were being 
smuggled to Dubai in attache cases, Customs hounds unloaded the luggage from the 
hold of the plane. No one owned the attache cases which contained Pakistani 
currency (Re 10 lakh) and US $82,400, [text] (Karachi DAWN in English 15 Mar 81 


p 6) 





SMUGGLED GOODS SEILZED--Peshawar, Mar 12--Over 2,69,000 rupees worth of VCR Indian 
film cassettes, watches and foreign perfumes were seized at the Peshawar Airport 
by the Customs here this afternoon, It was the second consignment of its kind 
captured from the unaccompanied baggage arriving from Abu Dhabi, Hong Kong and 
other places. The information was fed from abroad to Deputy Collector of Customs, 
Peshawar, which led to the seizure, [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 13 Mar 6) 


p 1) 


SUCCESSFUL DRIVE AGAINST SMUGGLING--Mirpurkhas, March 15--The Superintendent of 
Police Tharparkar district has said that 88 persons have been arrested during the 
last month with a view to curbing the activities of anti-social elements in the 
district. According to a statement issued here on Thursday he said 52 persons 
were arrested under section 107,150; eight persons under 109; 27 persons under 

110 and one person under Sind Crime Control Act. He further said that legal 
action was also taken against persons indulging in sale or possession of narcotics, 
illicit arms and smuggling. He said that 2117 K.G. Indian Bidi leaves worth 

Rs. 21,130, 6 camels, 33 heads of cattle valued Rs, 26,225, stolen property worth 
Rs. 3350, two pistols with 4 cartridges, 4 daggers, one big bnife, 50 bottles of 
tincture and 400 grams charas were recovered during the campaign against smuggli igs. 
upp. (text) (Karachi DAWN in English 13 Mar 81 p 7) 
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TIN LOSSES TO SMUGGLERS REPORTED 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 7 Feb 81 p 7 


(Article by Wirasak Salayakanond) 


(Text } 


THAILAND may be the world’ 
cond biggest! tinp coun 
try, but an estimated of it 
total vearly Gin output & lon to 


am 

uroes at the Office of the 
Counter< orruption Commiasion 
(OCCC) hawe estimated that the 
country i bo between 1,000 
2000 million baht (US. $36-100 
milion) wm rovalties & year due to 
lampant enue 


have @ rough of the volume 
and amount of Thai tin being 
tmugeled wmtc that country”, he 


§ ‘s tim ore @nports had 
unged fom "OS tons m 1976 to 
1,295 tons in 197" and 21,266 tom 


wm 1978 In 1976. § res Gn 
ore @npeorts from Th wm a 
mere 795 tom. But in 19°77 it rom 
to 1.318 tom and im 1978 it went 
up to 1.726 tons 
“Mr Samphans expoe ts 

October of the unchecked enw 
une actrvitees im the southern i 
provinces has resulted m the trans 
fer of Teo ranking police o to 
other areas of the country 
we Pole Lit Col x Vicha 
sokmongkol Deputy Sy ten- 
dent of the Nakhon Sri a t 
sole, and Police Mayor Somboon 
Kumarnchan, chief mepector of the 
Thasale district police 
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Lt. Col. Vichai was linked to the 
smuggling of 22,696 & of 
tin a! Thasale detrict in Nakhon Sri 
—— province last Octobe: 


‘The snuggled item, worth an 
STO toda 
report to 

an influential merchant 74 


provinor. 

The snuggled route was under 
the juriadiction of Police Major 
oan a ⏑ 

investigation o 
hat hit uncoformtably close 
: Maj. Gen. ae 

ty commander o provin- 
ci Zone 4, who has also 
been linked to the incident. - 

“lam sure police officers both 
of lower and higher ranks are invob 
ved in the yy ~ tin, and in 
the case of the October 24 incident, 
at leat 2 police lieutenant colond 
wat involved. So far, however, | 
have no firm evadence agains « 
police genera. Probably, the Office 
of the Counter< orruption Commr 
stion has more detad@@ informea- 
tion,” Mr Samphan ‘to Depth- 
news 

The large-scale gmuggling of tin 
ore from the souther provinoes has 
been blamed on the prohibitive 
royalty fate imposed by 24 
veroment on tin exports 
from the royalty tana of 30 per cent 
Ure Government levies an additional 
4.4 per cent as bug@ness tax, Dring 
ine the total levy to 34 4 pe cent 

But Thailand’ southern pro 
vinoces are also “Wie West coun 
tries caught m the wed of banditry. 
communist margency, corruption 
and «bureaucratic mallee where 


THALLAND 























J fea j itt 





dell 44— | 
33 S HD “48s Bes 

beware ae : i a ile 
HIRHTHOR TC eit et Hnir ut 


— 
ft mute atu i los 





END 


4220 


CSO: 











END OF 

FICHE 
DATE FILMED 
4-|- 








